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PASTORAL LETTER OF THE GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY. | 


Dear Brethren—In the present agitated state of 
our beloved Zion, we think it our duty to lay our 
whole procedure before you, with special plain- 
ness, and serious admonition, that you as well as 
ourselves should look earnestly and humbly to Al- 
mighty God, for the deliverance of our Church from 
_ the troubles and temptations, by which we have 
been, and are yet surrounded. We believe that all 
parts of our Church have looked forward to the 
present meeting of the Assembly, for some impor- 
’ gant events, or decisive action, which might deter- 
mine our future course, and give harmony to our 
future operations, __ 

The last General Assembly acted under the con- 
viction, that the only possible way to secure peace, 
was by the separation of the parties in our Church, 
which could not agree, on what were deemed im- 
portant principles of doctrine and church order ;— 
* and to effect this separation, which all parties ac- 

knowledged to be necessary, the majority thought 
proper to exercise the right of abrogating the un- 
constitutional action which had brought the dis- 
cordant parties into their present connexion. This 
procedure was indeed. novel; it had never been 
resorted to in our Church before, and from its very 
novelty was calculated to startle minds not accus- 
tomed to that mode of action ; it was, however, the 
only remedy for our case, and a remedy to which 
all governments possessing a written constitution, 
are obliged to resort, when embarrassed by uncon- 
etitutional Jaws. 
At the first meeting of the present Assembly, 
the friends of the last Assembly, had the pleasure 
of ascértaining that the action of that body had 
‘been fully sustained by a large majority of our 
Charch. So decigive was the preponderance of 
numbers on this occasion, that had even the mem- 
bers from the four disowned Synods been admitted 
to their seats, there would still have been a clear 
and not inconsiderable majority in favour of the re- 
form which the last Assembly had commenced. In 
_ these circumstances we thought the course of 
Christian duty was plain to all parties; and that 
if the minority could not consent to submit to our 
views of doctrine and church order, it was incum- 
bent on them to make a quiet and orderly seces- 
sion. The essence of all religious liberty and ec- 
clesiastical order is evidently involved in the prin- 
ciple, that when two partiesin the same commur'- 
7 v7 cannot agree, the majority must govern; but if 
€ minority cannot in conscience submit either to 
the measures, or the doctrines of the majority, it is 
their right and duty to separate and form a differ- 
ent denomination. For such a course as this on 
the of the minority, we were fully prepared ; 
we looked forward to it with satisfaction as the 
only course, conducive to the peace and Christian 
comfort of both parties; and had this course been 
adopted, we were willing to concur in any reasona- 
ble plan for the adjustment of any unsettled claims 
which might have appertained to the case. By 
this exposition of our views, our friends and breth- 
ren will be prepared to conceive of our astonish- 
ment and grief, at the course which was actually 
pursued. 

When the hour for organizing the Assembly had 
arrived, and whilst the proper officers were enga- 

in that business, a number of persons belong- 
ing to the minority, rose in a tumultuous manner, 
- in the midst of the house, and offered some propo- 
sitions and motions, which evidently could not be 
_ entertained at the time, and which were declared 
to be out of order; subsequently proceeded with a 
confused clamour, in which something like nomi- 
~ mations and voting could be heard, to what they 
called an organization of the Assembly ; and then 
made the announcement, that that body would 
hold its future sessions in the First Presbyterian 
Church; all this was done in defiance of the au- 
thority of the Moderator of the Assembly, who was 
constituting the body, and who repeatedly called 
to order, whilst this scene of confusion was in pro- 


~ What could have led the minority to this extra- 
ordinary course is not for us to explain. It has 
been ing ig that they considered this as the 
best way for securing their legal rights; and in- 
deed it has since appeared, that they not only meant 
to secure their own rights, but to assume to them- 
selves, all the legal rights and claims of the whole 
Presbyterian Church. In this view, however, the 
very injustice of their plan, would seem sufficient 
to condemn it, in the estimation of all good men, 
not influenced by prejudice. That a minority, by 
such a movement, could take to themselves the 
whole rty of the Church, and strip the ma- 
jority of all their rights, would certainly be an un- 
ust procedure; and even if all this were practica- 

le in point of law; yet in the court of conscience, 
we believe there are but few men who would be 
willing to sanction it. But can it be supposed that 
such a course could be supported in a court of law? 
The legal decision which would sustain such a 
course, would establish a principle destructive of 
the rights of every ecclesiastical organization 
_ throughout the world; for it is abundantly plain, 
that in any church organization which could be 
formed, a minority might arise, no matter how 
small that minority, which would be able on the 
pian practised in this case, to divest the majority of 
all its power and its property, and ruin the Church. 
Surely the members of the minority could not mean 
to establish a principle of law, by which indeed, 
they might be able to ruin the Presbyterian 
Church this year—but by which a portion, how- 
ever small, might be able the next year to ruin 
them, and strip them of all their vested rights; a 
— in fact, which a disorderly minority in 
‘any Church, might at any time, employ for the 
-~gubversion of that Church. We find therefore, 
difficult to~believe; that the minority could have 
expected to obtain the property and the power of 
the Presbyterian Church by the movement in ques- 
tion; and what they did expect or intend by it, we 
must leave to themselves, or to future circumstan- 
ces to explain. 

Had the minority exercised a little more confi- 
dence in the majority, we think all the points of 
separation might have been adjusted in a manner 
- more advantageous to themselves, and certainly in 
& manner more consistent with that Christian de- 
portment, which all professors of religion are bound 

to exhibit before the world. When the General 
Assembly of 1837 determined that a separation of 
the parties in the Presbyterian Church was neces- 
sary to its peace, and appointed a joint committee 
to adjust the terms of separation, the mode of divi- 
ding the property was agreed upon, to the satisfac- 
tion of both parties; we have never heard that 
plan of division objected to, since that time, by any 
of the minority, and we have no doubt the majority 
would at this day have consented to it; here then 
an: obvious mode of questions of 
property which we think woyld have given gene- 
‘tion to the. members of | 
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| assumed, as the 


ey h posed a negotiation 
just before the organization of the Assembly, which 
-was rejected. It is true they did propose a ne 
tiation, and the proposition was rejected ; but the 
reason for that rejection was, that the proposition 
dof the whole n iation, 
that the action of the last Assembly, in disowning 
the four Synods of Western Reserve, Utica, Gene- 
va, and Genesee, should be considered as uncon- 
stitutional, null, and void; and as a large majority 
of the Presbyteries in our Church, had determined 
that said action of the last Assembly ought now to 
be carried into effect, it was evident that the 
proposition aforesaid could not be entertained by 
the members of this Assembly. 

Such, dear brethren, isa brief statement of the 

facts and circumstances forced upon our attention 
at the commencement of the present Assembly ; 
and we do not deem it necessary here to dwell 
any longer, or give any further detail of the events 
of our past history, which have brought matters to 
their present state. Both parties in our Church 
have placed their views of the reforming’ measures 
of the Jast Assembly fully before the public; the 
public has deliberated on the matter; and a decided 
majority of our Presbyteries have exercised the 
right of declaring that those reforming measures 
ought to be sustained and carried into effect; and 
in consequence of this decision the minority have 
departed from us, and +) ag tem a secession ; -the 
Church is now fairly divided into two separate and 
independent denominations. Of this secession, we 
only complain as to the manner in which it was 
effected ;—for we hold it to be the unalienable 
Tight-of all Christians—a right which duty re- 
uires them to exercise—to separate themselves 
rom other Christians with whom they cannot con- 
scientiously agree on subjects of Christian doc- 
trine, and Church order. When disagreements 
arise on these points, such denominational separa- 
tions afford the only means of preserving the peace 
and.purity of the Church, in its present imperfect 
state. 
And now, beloved brethren, as the first step of 
this necessary separation has been taken, it is our 
prayer to Almighty God, that he would dispose and 
enable all parties concerned, to carry it out, in such 
manner, as tnay be most consistent with the Chris- 
tian spirit, and most conducive to a speedy re- 
storatioa of general peace and Christian affection 
between the members of the respective bodies. It 
will facilitate the attainment of this desirable ob- 
ject, to keep in memory the fact, that no sentence 
of excommunication has ever passed between the 
bodies; we merely separate into different denomi- 
nations, as Christians who cannot agree to live to- 
gether in the same particular church. We can 
assure our friends at a distance, that the blessed 
effects of this separation are already apparent in 
this General Assembly: we have now as we trust, 
“the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace,” as 
it pervaded our General Assemblies in former 
happy periods of our history, when we all “ spake, 
and thought and minded the same things.” 


Rejoicing as we do, that this separation is thus 
far effected, yet we think it important to request 
our brethren and the churches under our care, to 
ponder in the fear of God, the events through 
which we have passed; and to draw from them 
those lessons of circumspection and humility which 
they are calculated to give. A few of the last 
years of our history, have presented a mortifying 
spectacle, which we humbly hope never to see 
again, in eonnexion with our body. By the ap- 
ages ve of God, the Church ought to be “a pil- 
ar and ground of the truth; a light of the world ; 
a candle, giving light to all that are in the house.” 
For the last seven or eight years of our history we 
have been full of darkness; our Church has been 
occupied with strife, filled with railing accusations 
and misrepresentations among professed brethren, 
which was well calculated to harden sinners and 
provoke the scoffs of the infidel. — 

That the Church was possessed of materials, for 
furnishing such a spectacle as we have witnessed, 
affords evidence that God saw something extreme- 
ly wrong in our communion, before our late 
troubles overtook us; the trials through which we 
have passed was a dispensation of that kind Father 
who holds the Church as the apple of his eye, and 
who never needlessly afflicts the children of men ; 
and whether our guilt has consisted in pride, in 
hypocrisy, in worldliness, or indifference to the 
truth, or whether it may have consisted in all 
these united, it is yet certain that our chastisement 
has not been heavier than our crimes, and that we 
have much cause as a Church and as private 
Christians, for deep repentance, careful self-ex- 
amination and turning to God, that he may show 
us wherefore he has contended with us, and may 
purify us to himself, as a peculiar people zealous 
of good works. 

And as much of our late criminality may have 
consisted in things unobserved by ourselves, we 
think it of special importance, at the present time, 
to urge upon all our brethren, the necessity of dili- 
gent and devout attention to what are called the 
secret means of grace. Could we know that our 
brethren were generally much engaged in secret 
reading and meditation on the word of God, and in 
“ praying with all prayer”—*“ and without ceas- 
ing,” we should then believe that a happy and 
glorious reformation of our Church would cer- 
tainly be accomplished, and that Zion would svon 
ldok forth from her chambers “ fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners.” ‘The promises of Scripture make it very 
certain, that if our Church was filled with the 
spirit of humble and holy prayer, it would soon be 
filled with every blessing; God will give his Holy 
Spirit—he will give himself—he will give every 
temporal and eternal good, to those who ask agree- 
ably to his will. 

We will further observe, that the duty of fasting 
as united with prayer, appears to be too much dis- 
regarded, if not entirely neglected by many Chris- 
tians of the present day. We agree with our 
Fathers of the Reformation, that the appointment 
of annual or stated fasts, are not authorized under 
the Gospel dispensation; but occasional fasting, 
both public and private, such as is called for b 


they did was that they had pro 


peculiar circumstances, or by the dispensations of 
Heaven, are still among the appointed means of 
grec, end form an important part of Christian 
uty. Our Saviour said the children of the bride- 
chamber would fast when the bridegroom was 
taken from them—surely such a dispensation as 
we have lately witnessed should lead those chil- 
dren to fasting. 
As our work at this time, is a work of reforma- 
tion, we believe the present is a proper period for 
correcting any deviations from Presbyterian usage, 
or from the old commendable practices of our 
Church, which may have crept in among us. It 
is important to every community of Christians, that 
the youth of that community should, as far a: 
practicable, be indoctrinated in its principles. We 
fear, however, that in the important work of 
bringing up the children of the Church, “ in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord,” both parents 
and oa have too much neglected our Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, and especially our Larger 
Catechism. Whilst we rejoice in the additional 
means, which the publications and institutions of 
the present day, have furnished for the assistance 
of family and juvenile instruction, yet we do not 
believe that any thing has been furnished which 
could at all justify the laying aside of our excel- 
lent Catechisms. We halieve that no uninspired 
men have ever been able to exhibit in as short a 
compass, safer and sounder views of the doctrines of 
salvation, than is contained in those Catechisms; 
and we should rejoice to see our Larger Catechism 
brought back to its former place in the system of 
both family and pastoral instruction, and as exten- 
sively as practicable, committed to memory. We 
are persuadéd that the dear youth under our care, 
would fuse neither time nor labour, 
their minds as familiar as possible with that excel- 
doctrines of Christ. - - 
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| know it has been made a question by some, whether. 
the Church would not be better without those, 
papers and periodicals, which are called religious, 
than with them? This is a question we shall not 
discuss in the abstract; such papers have been, and 
will continue to be circulated, and the only anti-' 
dote for those that do evil, is to circulate those 
which do good. We should sup that intel-, 
ligent christians would not find it difficult to deter- 
mine, what papers or periodicals they ought to 
sustain; they may try such papers by the Bible; 
they may try them by the standards of the Church ; 
or according to our Saviour’s rule, they may try 
them by their fruits, “Men do not gather gra 

of thorns, or figs of thistles ;”’—publications filled 
with railings and misreprestntations, cannot pro- 
duce the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 


And now brethren, we would say in conclusion, fries the —— 


let us with cheerful and christian confidence, 9s 
well as with true humility, put our trust in the 
living God. We believe the work in which we 
are engaged is the work of God. If we know our- 
selves—and we have prayed that we might know 
ourselves in the present case—our great and only 
motive has been to maintain the truth as it is in 
Jesus. We believe that the interests of truth are 
at stake—we believe that our standards contain 
that revealed system of truth, which God has or- 
dained for extending his glory and his salvation 
over the whole earth; and although we have 
nothing to do in judging those that are without, 


yet we cannot suffer this system to be mutilated, | grace, and increasing in numbers. As she is be- 


or perverted, by those who teach in our commu- 
nion, and are professedly under our authority. 
With brethren of other communions, who honestly 
differ from us on some points, we have no contest 
—we leave the questions between them and us, to 
the judgment of our common: Master; but as to 
persons in our own communion, we must contend 
earnestly, for what we believe to be the faith ; and 
whilst we ascribe no infallibility to our own judg- 
ments, or even to our own standards, yet the 
opinions we have formed from the word of God, 
must to us be the rule of our faith and practice ; 
and whilst engaged, as we humbly trust, in main- 
taining the truth, and the cause of our Saviour, we 
look to the living God for the success of our efforts. 
We also believe that the hand of God has been 
visible in leading us, and conducting our cause 
to the present issue, and we hope the same Al- 
mighty power will guide us and you, in all our 
future operations. 

As reformation has been frequently mentioned 
in the preceding remarks, we trust it will be un- 
derstood by our churches that no new doctrine or 
practice is to be introduced. The Assembly merely 
intends that there should be a return to the faith 
and practice of our Church, as heretofore inculcat- 
ed in our standards, wherever there may have been 
a departure. We would further recommend that 
in view of the events through which we have pas- 
sed, and the deliverance which we hope Almighty 
God has bestowed upon our Church, the second 
Thursday in December next, be solemnly observed 
by all the members of our communion, as a day of 
solemn humiliation, thanksgiving, and prayer—and 
that the churches and congregations :n our com- 
munion meet on that day for the purpose of public 
worship. Wm. S. Piumer, Moderator. 


NARRATIVE OF THE STA'TE OF RELIGION. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in examining the several narratives of the 
state of religion sent up by the Presbyteries, though 
there are many things which furnish ground for deep 
humiliation, yet find much to cheer and encourage 
the friends of the Saviour, beyond what is com- 
mon in the reports of former years. Many of the 
Presbyteries have sent up no report on this sub- 
ject. From those which have been made the As- 
sembly have carefully studied the state of reli- 
gion, and the prospects of its advancement, in the 
churches under their care, and now submit the re- 
sult of their examination. 

Among the indications of good which we dis- 
cover, are an increased and increasing attention, 
in a great number of our Presbyteries, to Cate- 
chetical instruction, a growing attachment to the 
doctrines and order of the Presbyterian Church, 
and a greater disposition to adhere to, and sustain 
the Boards of Missions and of Education, which 
have been established by the General Assembly. 
They. think too that they have been able to derive 
froin “the reports, that there is, throughout the 
churches, an increasing attention to the religious 
education of youth by means of Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes, and that these institutions are 
beginning to be more highly regarded by the 
churches, and to be taken more directly under the 
supervision of the pastors and elders than hereto- 
tore. They rejoice in believing that the officers of 
the Church are awakening to a sense of their duty 
in these respects. From the position which they 
occupy—trom the obligations which they have 
taken upon themselves, and from the example 
which they are bound to set to their brethren, they 
should take the lead in these matters. The men- 
tal, and moral, and religious training of the gene- 
ration that is to succeed us in bearing onward the 
banners of the cross, should not be left entirely to 
inexperienced hands. The pastors and elders of 
the Church should be foremost in the promotion of 
this object, and their wisdom and experience and 
steady hand should guide it in the outset, and hold 
it firmly in the proper course. The Assembly 
think that the Church is attending to this duty 
better than heretofore. This fact, and the addi- 
tional fact that a greater regard is paid to instruc- 
tion in the Shorter Catechism, encourage us to 
hope that the children of the Church will be more 
thoroughly instructed in the evangelical doctrines 
and precepts of the Scriptures than their fathers 
were, and that with the proper understanding of 
these things, the liability of the Church to be dis- 
tracted hereafter with internal doctrinal dissen- 
sions, will decrease. eee 

The Boards of Foreign and Domestic Missions, 
and of Education, have been conducted with energy 
and skill, and deserve, as they are receiving, the 
increasing regard of the whole Church. And the 


Y | Assembly are pleased to learn, that more has been 


done by the churches during the past year, for the 
support of the benevolent operations of the Church, 
than in any former year. The Assembly are not, 
however, permitted to say, that they are by an 
means as fully sustained as the state of the world, 
and our duty to our fellow men and to God, the 
Head of the Church, demands. The heathen 
world—part of it, in utter moral darkness, in entire 
ignorance that there is a way of salvation from 
the apprehended desert of sin, and part of it al- 
ready stretching out its hand towards us for help, 
and directing its eyes to us for light—loudly de- 
mands the attention of the Church. The waste 
places of Zion in our own land—the many, very 
many, vacant churches in all parts of our beloved 
country, and the many, very many places, where 
as yet no house has been erected for the public 
worship of our Father in heaven, and for the reli- 
gious instruction of the people—where no herald of 
the cross goes forth to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord—all present most urgent and 
| persevering entreaties, that we should not suffer 
our benevolence to languish, nor our liberality to 
decrease with regard to them. They all remind 
us that our Boards of Education and of Missions, 
must be steadily and efficiently sustained, so that 
soon these moral desolations may be cheered with 
the mild and salutary, and life-giving influence of 
the gospel. Let us not disregard these high claims, 
these solemn duties. 

The Assembly rejoice in finding that the reports 
of the Presbyteries disclose a state of greater una- 
nimity, peace, and harmony in relation to doctrines 
and practice than has heretofore existed, and fondly 
hope that the time is fast approaching when our 
beloved Church shal] be entirely freed from all 
issensions and causes of dissension which 
have heretofore so much disturbed her peace and 
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‘she addresses her united and ardent prayer to the 


} the eye of the humble and believing Christian may 


and to have relaxed their efforts. From some pla- 
ces the complaint is still sent up that members, 
and even elders of the Church, forgetting the true 
position in which they stand—the ruin which they 
may be causing to the souls of men, and the inju- 
ry they are doing to the cause of the blessed Sa- 
viour, still interpose their influence and example to 
revent the onward progress of the temperance re- 
Tmation. At the same time we are gratified to 
learn that, in many places, this cause has been 
‘making rapid progress, and that many regions have 
been greatly blessed with its healing influences. 
The Assembly-would most sincerely thank God 
that genuine revivals of religion have been more 
frequent and of longer continuance within our 
bounds during the past year than during many 
that have preceded it. In some of the Presbyte- 
and regenerating influences of 
the Holy Spirit have been most powerfully felt, 
and many, even aged sinners, including the soldier 
of the Revolution, have been brought to the foot of 
the cross, and enabled to rejoice in the God of their 
‘salvation. In other Presbyteries and churches, al- 
though these heavenly dews have been distilled to 
‘a more limited extent, still the seed sown has been 
‘watered, and has brought forth fruit,and we would 
rejoice and be glad in it. The tokens of good 
have been sufficient to revive the confidence of 
many of the devoted servants of Christ, and en- 
courage them in their work. With her advance- 
ment in purity, the Church has been growing in 


coming freed from the excitement growing out of 
@ protracted and severe controversy, which had 
well nigh dried up all her strength, she is rising 
in her majesty, and beginning to show herself “ fair 
@s the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners.” Unincumbered by any thing 
ky without, undivided, or nearly so, in sentiment 

nd action, she begins to go forth as a united pow- 
er, as with the mind of one man, carrying the ti- 
dings of salvation to a ruined world; and, undis- 
tracted by party excitements and heart burnings, 


God of Jacob, that all the means of grace may be 
abundantly blessed, and that the Head of the 
Church may be honoured, and sinners every where 
be saved through her instrumentality. 
- It is with great pleasure the Assembly learn 
that there is an increasing attention paid by the 
Presbyteries and pastors to the instruction of the 
coloured population, particularly in places where 
this class of people is numerous. The General 
Assembly hope that the duty of the Church in re- 
lation to these people may be more fully under- 
stood, and that wherever they are to be found, pro- 
per religious instruction may be provided for them. 
The cause of seamen and boatmen too has not 
been overlooked. ‘The benevolence of the Church 
issti]l turned towards them, and facilities for their 
religious instruction appear to have been increased 
during the past year. Other objects of benevo- 
lence appear to have received their usual attention 
from the churches. 3 
Notwithstanding these indications of Divine fa- 
vour which present themselves here and there, as 
verdant spots, watered by the dews of heavenly 
grace, and warmed by its mild influences, where 


rest with delight, yet the Assembly lament that 
the great body of the Church is still in a state of 
coldness and declension. God’s people have back- 
slidden from their duty—they have forgotten their 
first love—the world, a desire of gain, and a spirit 
of speculation have drawn off their hearts—neglect 
of the domestic altar is very prevalent, and, though 
their attendance upon the public worship of God 
has been as good as heretofore, yet it is to be fear- 
ed that it is with less spirituality of mind; and 
every lover of the Saviour, in viewing the whole 
ground, feels that there is indeed a wilderness be- 
fore him, and he is constrained to exclaim, *O that 
my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people.” 

Among the causes which seem to have retarded 
the progress of the gospel, one which appears very 
prominent, is a disposition amoug God’s people to 
be carried away with, and to unite in keeping up 
the various exciting topics of discussion which pe- 
culiarly distinguish the present day. ‘This has 
been called theageof improvement. Such it may 
be. But it certainly isan age of excitement and 
innovation—an age in which many appear to think 
themselves called upon to question and unsettle 
principles and practices which have received the 
enlightened sanction of centurieés—to contest the 
propriety of things held most sacred—to uproot 
and destroy the deep foundations of all order, 
social, political, and religious, and to keep the 
mind of society in a state of constant excitement 
and change. ‘This disposition has not been with- 
out the countenance of professing Christians—and 
its effect has been felt throughout the whole 
Church. Many of God’s people, instead of Jend- 
ing their talents, their influence, and their feelings, 
to the great work of saving sinners, have given 
them another direction. They have assisted in 
attracting the attention of the Church and of the 
world to other objects, which have so effectually 
engrossed the mind as to exclude the peaceful 
truths of the gospel, and prevent their efficacy. In 
order that the gospe] may have its most rapid and 
glorious progress, the minds of men should be in 
such a calm, composed, and unexcited state, that 
the attention may be directed as undividedly as 
possible, to gospel invitations, and gospel truths. 
The Church instead of countenancing any other 
state of public feeling, should exert itself to allay 
and repress all such excitements—should throw 
oil upon the troubled waters, and should earnestly 
pray to the great Head of the Church, that he 
would speak peace to the raging elements, that 


ties to retard, the rapid advancement of his glorious 
kingdom. 
Wm. S. Prumer, Moderator. 


PASTORAL LETTER TO MISSIONARIES. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, to the Missionaries 
under the care of their Board of Foreign Missions, 
with grace, mercy, and peace. 

Very dear Brethren,—Assembled as usual, as 
the representatives of the whole Church with 
which we are connected, to deliberate on its af- 
fairs, and to devise measures for extending the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom; we cannot forbear to pour out 
the fulness of our hearts to those beloved brethren 
who have gone forth from our bosom to carry the 
glorious Gospel to the benighted heathen. 

Not that our confidence in either the wisdom or 
fidelity of the Board which we have appointed, or 
of their Executive Committee, is in the least im- 
paired. On the contrary, their Annual Report, 
recently received, has our entire approbation, and 
furnishes new evidence both of their competency 
and faithfulness. And we trust that all the in- 
structions and communications of the Executive 
Committee, who are more immediately charged 
with the supervision of your labours, will be re- 
ceived with all that respect and docility to which 
they are so well entitled. But as it isour firm be- 
lief that the Church, in her ecclesiastical capacity, 
is bound to superintend and direct, as far.as prac- 
ticable, the missions which she authorizes, we can- 
not deny ourselves the pleasure of directly address- 
ing you on several subjects which we deem impor- 
tant, and in regard to which we are desirous of 
stirring up your minds by way of remembrance. 
The solemnity and responsibility of your situation, 
as bearers of the word of life to thoge who are sit- 
ting in darkness and the shadow of death; the pe- 
rils and privations to which you are exposed ; and 
the probable consequences of the manner in which 
you discharge your ministry—all crowd into our 
minds, and all us with unspeakable solicitude, 
while we entreat your attention to those considera- 
tions which, with all respect and tenderness, we 
would impress upon your minds. - And 


there might be no obstacles to hinder, no difficul- | Y 


doubt not you have already become convinced by 
experience, that a strong faith, an humble, tender 
confidence in the power and faithfulness of your co- 
venant God, and a cheerful submission to the many 
trials which await you, are peculiarly important to 
Gospel labourers among the heathen. It is per- 
fectly evident that small attainments in piety are 
altogether insufficient to sustain and carry forward 
the missionary in his self-denying and arduous 
work. Unless you live near to God, and abound 
in prayer, in reading his word, and in habits of pe- 
culiar and devout communion with the Father of 
your spirits, and his Son, Jesus Christ, you will 
find but little comfort, and probably but little suc- 
cess in your labours. Deep and ardent piety is in- 
estimably precious to every disciple of Christ, and 
especially to every minister, in every situation in 
which either can ed :—but in no situation 
can it be regarded as so vitally important as to 
those who are called to labour amidst the darkness 
and desolations of the heathen world; and to en- 
counter the numberless difficulties which the de- 
grading superstitions, and the profligate habits, of 
the heathen, constantly present. We enttent you, 
therefore, first of all, and above all, to study to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus @hrist. This is your highest 
duty; your most precious privilege; your surest 
consolation under all the trials of life; and the 
most certain pledge that your labours will not be 
in vain in the loa a 

II. In imparting a knowledge of the gospel to the 
heathen, BE CAREFUL TO COMMUNICATE ITS PURE 
AND SIMPLE DOCTRINES, WITHOUT ANY OF THOSE 
ADDITIONS, OR MODIFICATIONS, WHICH HUMAN 
PHILOSOPHY, FALSELY SO CALLED, IS APT TO 
suaGEsT.—God has promised to bless the truth, 
and he has not promised to bless any thing else. 
The prayer of the Master is, Sanctify them 
through thy truth ; thy word is truth. The pre- 
cious message of life and peace which you bear to 
the heathen, is not your message, but Christ’s. 
Your duty evident!y, then, is to “preach the 
preaching which he bids you,” without turning 
from it either to the right hand, or to the left. 
Let the Bible be your great directory in every 
sermon. You are now laying the foundations of 
Divine truth and order among the heathen. See 
that you every where make Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified, the chief corner stone. Never admit, 
for a moment, the thought of accommodating the 
doctrines of the Gospel, to the corrupt taste of your 
hearers. Be not backward to teach the heathen, 
that, by the sin of our first parents, we lost our 
original righteousness, and became guilty before 
God ; that we are all by nature totally depraved, 
destitute of holiness, and of all strength in our- 
selves to regain either the image, or the favour of 
God; that there is no other ground of justification 
than the righteousness of the Redeemer imputed 
to us, and received by faith alone; and that with- 
out the renewing and sanctifying power of the 
Holy Spirit, no sinner can either return to God, or 
be prepared for the holy joys of his presence. 
These humbling and self-denying doctrines, form 
the great theme of all the apostolical addresses to 
the primitive Churches; and although those holy 
men, in encountering the prejudices of the hea- 
then, had every temptation to soften the aspect of 
their instruction, and to accommodate it to the 
proud claims, and the voluptuous habits of those 
around them; they refused to do either; but 
whether the heathen would hear, or whether they 
would forbear, they charged home upon them their 
real character, and assured them that without 
holiness no man should see the Lord.—Let this 
practice be your model. You will never be likely 
to benefit the poor Pagans, unless you go to them, 
not with “the enticing words of man’s wisdom,” 
but with “the simplicity that isin Christ ;” unfold- 
ing to them witheut fear or reserve, what they are 
by nature; what they have made themselves by 
sinful practice; and what they must be by the 
grace of God, or eternally perish. All history 
bears witness, that just in proportion as the minis- 
ters of religion fail in preaching the pure and sim- 
ple doctrines of the Gospel, their ministry loses its 
power ; vital piety declines, and the Church be- 
comes a scene of discord and strife, instead of 
heavenly love. 

III. Be CAREFUL TO LET YOUR EXAMPLE AT ALL 
TIMES MANIFEST THE POWER AND PURITY OF THE 
RELIGION YOU TEACH.—Endeavour to exemplify in 
your own conduct the holy and self-denying system 
which you bear to them as the Gospel of the grace 
of God. It is deeply to be regretted that so many 
nominal Christians, with whom the heathen have 
frequent intercourse, exbibit an example adapted 
to fill them with prejudices against the Gospel, and 
to make even the name of Christian odious in their 
view. This melancholy fact renders it of peculiar 
importance that those who go among them as min- 
isters of our holy religion should study so to con- 
duct themselvesas to be “living epistles” in favour 
of the truth, known and read of all who see them. 
This will soon satisfy them that you really are 
what you profess to be, and will be in the place of 
a thousand arguments in favour of the religion 
\you profess. For although they are filled with 
prejudices against the holy system which you 
teach, yet they are close observers of facts, and 
will not fail of receiving impressions from them. 


IV. We entreat you to bear in mind THAT ALL 
YOUR LABOURS WILL BE IN VAIN, UNLESS THEY ARE 
ACCOMPANIED AND MADE EFFECTUAL BY THE POWER 
or THE Hoty Spirit. “ Paul may plant, and A 
pollos water; but God giveth the increase.” ‘He 
that planteth is nothing, and he that watereth is 
nothing, but it is God that showeth mercy.” It is 
of the utmost importance that this great principle 
in the economy of grace be ever borne in mind in 
all your ministrations. The moment it is forgotten, 
ou will go forth in your own strength, and God, 
in righteous displeasure, will probably disappoint 

our hopes. His glory He will not give to another. 

t all your labours, then, be begun and constantly 
attended with humble importunate prayer for that 
power of the Holy Spirit by which alone they can 
become efficacious. When most sensible of your 
own weakness and insufficiency, and most deeply 
impressed with a sense of your need, at every step, 
of Divine aid, the greater is the probability of your 
happy success. Ever study to walk humbly with 
God, and to look to the power of his grace alone 
for the fruit of all your labours. And let your 
views of the power and riches of the Holy Spirit’s 
influence be large and confident. The territories 
of heathenism have already been repeatedly bless- 
ed, within our memory, with powerful and most 
precious revivals of religion; and the time is not 
far distant when nations, sunk in sin and death, 
shall be “born in a day.” Expect great things, 
then; and pray without ceasing for great displays of 
the power of God in convincing and converting sin- 
ners, and building up believers in faith and holi- 
ness unto salvation. 

V. Let the heathen among whom you labour 
SEE THAT YOU LOVE THEM, AND THAT YOU ARE IN- 
TENT ON PROMOTING THEIR BEST INTERESTS. Your 
labours will be pleasant to yourselves, as well as 
more likely to benefit them, in proportion to the 
degree in which you feel and manifest an ardent 
desire toadvance their happiness. You can probably 
do much for promoting their temporal as well as 
their eternal welfare; by recommending abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors; industry; the introduc- 
tion of important arts and trades; and, in short, 
every thing which has a bearing on personal: and 
domestic comfort. Every benefit of this nature 
which you confer on the heathen will endear you 
to them, and will also prepare them more fully te 
profit by your evangelical ministrations. In a 
word, every thing that you can do to lift them 
up on the scale of knowledge and civilization, 
as well as of Christianity, will be important, 
and will forward the great purpose for which you 
are sent to them. : 

VI. We recommend to your attention, and to 
your unceasing prayers, THE CHILDREN OF THE 
HEATHEN. We are far from despaiting of the con- 
version of adults among them. Experience, as 


I, We earnestly exhort 
We 


AT A HIGH STANDARD OF PERSONAL PIETY! 


well as the word of God, shows that the power of 


| hardness, as well as the most inveterate habits of 


profligacy. And, therefore, it will be your 
duty to preach the Gospel to all classes, in every 
form, and by all the means in your power. Pro- 
claiming the word of life by the living teacher, is 
God’s own ordinance, which ought never te be ex- 
changed for any other, where it is possible to em- 
ploy it. still we and 
young people as pre-eminently the hope of your 
missionary labours. The pres Bo susceptibility of 
the youthful mind; the durability of impressions 
made in early;.and the comparative ease with 
which habits are changed which have not become 
inveterate—all recommend diligent and persever- 
ing efforts to form the minds of children and youth, 
as among the most promising, and pro produc- 
tive departments of missionary labour. t this is 
not all. Parents themselves are never more likel 
to be effectually reached and profited than th 
the medium of thejr children. They will, of 
course, regard with favour those whom they see to 
be labouring for the happiness of their ofispring ; 
and when they see their children growing in 
knowledge, and in good habits, under the instruc- 
tion of the missionaries, this will form a new bond 
of attachment, and open a new avenue to their 
hearts. 
We exhort you, therefore, next to the preaching: 
of the Gospel, to make the instruction of heathen. 
yous’ in every form which you may find practica- 
le and expedient, an object of your constant and 
diligent attention. But let all your schools and 
instructions be strongly stamped with a Christian 
character. Let the 
introduced. Let all your efforts for the benefit of 
youth be consecrated with prayer. And Jet the 
excellent Catechisms of our Church be as early 
and as extensively employed as possible as formu- 
laries of instruction. Recollect that it is our ob- 
ject to raise up, as soon as practicable, among the 
heathen, a native ministry. The attainment of 
this object will require the most vigorous efforts to 
educate the young; the selection of the most 
promising of their number for special culture; and 
elevating the means of their instruction, as far as 
circumstances will admit. 
VII. Be careful to MAINTAIN IN ALL YOUR MI8- 
SIONS, THE WORSHIP AND ORDER, AS WELL AS THE 
DOCTRINE OF YOUR OWN CuurcH. We have no 
desire either to cherish ourselves, or to reeommend 
to you a sectarian spirit. But we cannot think 
that a warm attachment to our own beloved 
Church, and a decided preference of its rites and 
polity, deserve to be so styled. As long as we be- 
lieve them to be founded on the word of God, we 
must consider an adherence to them as our incum- 
bent duty. And as you are the representatives 
among the heathen of the Church of your choice, 
we trust you will faithfully maintain all its claims 
and usages. ‘The only departure from this princi- 
ple which we can consider as likely, in some ca- 
ses, to be necessary, is that which relates to the ap- 
pointment of ruling elders. In the infancy of the 
Church, at some of the missionary stations, it ma 
not be always practicable to obtain suitable candi- 
dates for this office among the converts from Pa- 
ganism. In this case, as we have no doubt hap- 
pened in the apostolic age, it will be proper for the 
teaching elder, or elders at each station, to perform. 
the usual duties of the church session, until suita-. 
ble ruling elders can be obtained. It is hardly ne- 
cessary to add, however, that this expedient ought. 
not to be continued an hour longer than is abso- 
lutely necessary. 
VIII. We hope you will sg DILIGENT IN COLLECT- 
ING ALL THE INFORMATION OF EVERY KIND, Which can 
be considered as bearing on the missionary cause,, 
not only for your own benefit, but also for trans- 
mission to the Executive Committee for the en- 
Jargement of their views, and their guidance in 
the great work entrusted to their management. 
Finally, dear brethren, you are engaged in the 
noblest cause that can employ the attention and. 
efforts of mortals. Be faithful unto death, and you 
shall receive a crown of life. And unite with us. 
in prayer that the whole Church may, with one 
heart, and one soul come up to the performance of 
this great work. We pledge ourselves, in the 
fear of God, to you and to the heathen world, that, 
by the favour of the Almighty King of Zion, we 
will go forward in this cause, and employ all the 
means which He may put at our disposal, in prose- 
cuting the enterprise before us. May the Lord 
inspire you with wisdom, and gird you with 
strength! And may the spirit of missions be 
poured out in large measures upon al] the church- 
es, that they may all fee] their obligation, and 
all, with one consent, and with united strength, 


mighty !- Wwm. S. Piumer, Moderator. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Wednesday, half-past 3 o’clock P. M. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 

The minutes of the Jast session were read and 
approved. | 

On motion of Dr. Church, 

- Resolved, That the Board of Publication of Tracts 
and Sabbath School Books hold their first meeting in 
this house after the Assembly shall adjourn this even- 
ing, and afterwards on their own adjournment. 

"The Committee on overture No. 13 made a re- 
port, which was accepted and entered on the 
docket. 

On motion, the order of the day: viz. the elec- 
tion of Trustees of the General Assembly was 
postponed and made the order for to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. 5 

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business 
of this morning: viz. the report of the Committee 
on the State of the Church, and sect. 2 of Act 
was further considered and disagreed to.-: 4 

On motion of Dr. Hoge, a substitute for si 
was agreed to. ais 

On motion, sections 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 were con- 
sidered and disagreed to. : 

* “On motion, Act 3 as amended and agreed to was 
adopted. 

- On motion, the preamble of the report was con- 
sidered, amended and agreed to, and the report of 
the Committee as amended and agreed to was 
adopted as follows: viz. 

These Acts were published in our last No.] 

n motion, ordered that the Stated Clerk send 
an attested copy of the foregoing Acts to the 
Stated Clerk of each Presbytery and Synod in 
connexion with the General Assembly. 

A resolution relative to the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, and other religious exercises by the 
Assembly was offered by Mr. MacMaster, and was 
laid on the table. 

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of 
Religion made a report, which was accepted and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock. 

On motion, it was made the order of the day for 
to-morrow morning “ 10 Pee hear the Agent 

the American Sunda ool Union. 

. The Committee on the Pastoral Letter made a 
report, which was accepted and made the order of 
the day for half-past 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

And then the Assembly adjourned till 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Thursday Morning, May 31—9 o’clock. 

The Assembly met and ~~ opened with reading 
the Scriptures, singing, and prayer. 

The mioutes of the last Ra were read and 
approved. 

On motion, the order of the day, viz. the election 


ible be every where carefully ._ 


come up to the help of the Lord against the © 


of Trustees was postponed till to-morrow morning. . 


The Committee appointed in relation to fu 
additional for the payment of salaries of professors. 
in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, reported 
—That they have received for this object through 
the year the following sums, viz. rom v. 
Samuel G. Winchester, Natchez, Miss., $20.00; 

remium on the same, 25 cts. Rev. Henry A. 
rdman, Philadelphia, $30: making $50.25. 


The report was accepted, and the committee wes- 
|. The 


Be 


Overture No. 10 made a re- 
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that, they adopt ‘the 


4. can be but one i 
a pure and kind relation be- 


ented, That tho General 
to its Board for their efforts, and | 


both: cases, the receiving and of a 
‘ eandidate o 
“Western Association of New Haven county, and 

- #he continuance of a member of the Berkshire As- 


 %goeiation in one of the congregationsof.the Second 


ic had decided that they could not receive him,) there 
~ was a plain departure from the design of the origi- 


nal agreement, and the express 
stipulati 


to the General Association of Connecticut, and to 


of Scotland; and to the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, in order to convey to said bodies, 


Scotland to express 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


Missions the country 


‘Texas as a highly. measures to 
send forth into this inviting harvest efficient and devo. 
foreign 


of ‘the committee on 


the sake of greater convenience it is 
‘to maintain intercourse with the Con- 
Union: of England and Wales by writ- 
and not by the 
Of the particular cases submi 
of New. and Philadelphia 
opinion among those 


tween us and-our Congregational brethren. In 


the Presbytery of New York, by the 


tery of Philadelphia, after the Presbytery | 


provisions of the 
ion of A. D. 1827 3 

On motion, ordered, that the Stated Clerk com- 
munhicate @ of the Minute in the above case, 


the General Association of Massachusetts. 


"Resolved, That letters be addressed to the General | 


bly of the Church of Scotland, to the Synod of 

the Pres ‘terian Church of Canada; to the General 
Bynod of Dieter : to the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland ; 
‘to. the General Synod of the United Secession Church 


succint 


et accurate account of the present state of 
our Chareh ; 


and also in the case of the Church of 
our desire of opening with the 
General Assembly of that Church a friendly and 
Christian correspondence. 
Mesers. Maclean, Witherspoon, Patterson, Wm. 
King, and Chamberlain, were appointed the com- 

With respect to the expediency of instituting an 
inquiry into the 
‘Commissioners in relation to the orthodoxy of mis- 
sionaries employed by said Board, as suggested in 

@ paper referred to the committee on Foreign Cor- 

‘pespondence, the committee reported that they 
have no knowledge of any facts which render such 
inquiry at this time, either necessary or expedient, 
and. therefore recommended that this Assembly 
take no order 

A ed and adopted. | 

On. the of delegates to Corres- 

nding bodies was made the order of the day for 

4 o'clock this afternoon; and nominations were 
made. 

-. Phe House proceeded to the order of the day ; 

-when Mr. Packard addressed the House in relation 

to the works published by the American Sunday 
‘ School Union. 

On motion, The thanke of the Assembly were 
presented to Mr. Packard for his statements. 

‘On motion, | 

Resolved, That the rule in the Digest, page 308, 
Chap. 3d, Sec. 4, allowing mileage and compensation 
to delegates to corresponding bodies, be suspended for 
this year. 

On motion the report of the Committee on 
Overture No. 3, was taken up and indefinitely 
postponed. 

The Assembly proceeded tothe order of the day, 
viz. The report of the Committee on the Pastoral 
Letter, and on motion, the report was re-committed 
with instructions. 


~ "The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, 


viz. The report of the Committee on the Narra- 
tive, and on motion, the report was re-commzitted. 

On motion, the report of the Committee on 

_Qverture No. 13, was taken up and indefinitely 


t 
motive, the report of the committee on Over- 
ture No. 19, was adopted as follows: viz. 


Whereas, The General Assembly in carrying 
forward the refurm of the Church, should seek not 
only to remove existing evils, but to guard the 
Church in all fiture time, as far as practicable, 
from their recurrence ; and whereas much of her 
security, under God, will depend upon the charac- 
ter of her rising ministry, who are to be her future 
pastors and rulers; and whereas our Form of 
Government, chap. xiv. sec. 6, requires that can- 
didates for her ministry before they are licensed, 
shall have studied divinity under some approved 
divine or professor of theology,” evidently meaning 
thereby, such divine or professor of theology, as is 
approved by the Presbyterian Church in some of 
her regularly organized forms; therefore, in order 
to secure a ministry who shall be sound in the 
faith, and well instructed in the doctrines, order, 
and discipline of the Church, and in order to the 
thorough instruction of the people in the cardinal 
doctrines and duties of our holy religion, it is, 

4. Resolved, That the Presbyteries be and they 
hereby are enjoined to see that their candidates for the 
ministry prosecute their studies only at such ‘Theolug- 
ical Seminaries, or with such divines as are thus ap- 
proved and recognized by the Presbyterian Church, as 
sound in the faith, and attached to our ecclesiastical 
order and forms of worship as laid down in the accre- 
dited standards of our Church. 

2.: That it be recommended to all our ministcrs to 
give particular attention to such expository preaching 
as shall bring the great doctrines and duties of the 
Gospel clearly before the minds of the people of their 
respective charges ; and that they endeavour so to ar- 
range this course of instructions, that all the various 
doctrines of the Bible, as set forth in order, in our Con- 
fession of Faith, shall be distinctly presented and en- 
forced 


3. ‘That the instruction of our youth in the Cate- 
chisms of the Church be earnestly recommended to 
the special attention of all the ministers and sessions 
under the care of this General Assembly. 

On motion, the complaint of the Presbytery of 
Wilmington against the Synod of Philadelphia, 
was dismissed for want of prosecution. 

The committee on the Pastoral Letter reported 
again, and their report was accepted and adopted, 
and ordered to be printed in the Appendix. 

On motion, the complaint of R. J. Breckinridge 
and others, against the Synod of Philadelphia, was 


"taken up. Mr. Breckinridge appeared and was 


ready for trial, and stated that no person had been 
appointed by the Synod to defend them. 
On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, 


Resolved, That the case be referred to a Committee 


- with instructions to report to-morrow morning a mi- 
, mute in accordance with the views of the parties. 


Messrs. S. B. Wilson, Belville, and Bemiss 


” were appointed this Committee. 
- - Qn motion of Dr. S. B. Wilson, 


Resolred, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the Trustees of the 
General Assembly to take measures for the purchase 
of the perty belonging to the 7th Presbyterian 


Church in this city, for the use of the Gencral Assem- 


uy B. Wilson, S. McCorkle, and A. W. Mitchell 
were appointed that Committee. 

Mr. Breckinridge offered a resolution that the 
next Assembly meet in the city of New York, at 
some place to be designated by the Stated and 
Permanent Clerks. Laid on the table. | 

And then the Assembly adjourned till this after- 


_ noon at half-past 3 o’clock. 


Concluded with prayer. 
Thursday, half-past 3 o'clock, P. M. 


foreign correspondence made a report, which was 
is amended, and adopted as follows, viz. | 
t for 


expedient 


ten cotsmunication, 


conduct of the American Board of 


-> The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
_* The minutés of the last on were read and 


pproved, 

- “On motion of Dr. Baxter, | 

Resoloed, That the Stated Clerk and the Permanen 
Clerk ‘be ‘a committee to form the roll of the next Gene. 
ral-Agsenibly ; and that said roll be formed according 


principles of Act the Gret on the state.of the 


Charch 4a that the Commissioners from those Pres- 


byteries whose Commissioners have aided or concurred 
in forming the secession from the present Assembly 
shall not be enrolled antil the Assembly has first been 
foriged-and has réceived a satisfactory report from the 


, Presbyteries-aforesaid as to the order they have taken 


on the conduct of their commissioners, and on their 
Apes peer to adhere to the Constitutional order adopt- 
ed and confirmed by the Assemblies of 1837 and 1838. 
A resolution was offered by Dr. Baxter relative 
to Presbyteries composed in part of pastors of Con- 

egational churches, which was considered and 

id on the table. | 

A letter was received from the Board of Trustees 
of the General Assembly which was ordered to be 
recorded as follows: viz. : 


Board of ‘Trustees of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, May 31st, 1838. 

- At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 

the United States of America, held this day, it was 

resolved that the following communication be trans- 
mitted to the General Assembly: viz. 

The Board of Trustees of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America respectfully communicate to the Assem- 
bly for their information the following extracts 
from their minutes of May 24th, 1838: viz. 

A paper of which the following is a copy, was 

resented to the Board by James Todd, Req. on 
half of the persons therein named. 

“General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America—sessions of 1838. 

“ This will certify that the following persons were 
this day elected Trustees of the General Assembly : 
viz. 

“ James Todd, Esq. in place of Rev. Ashbel Green, 
D. D., John R. Neff, in place of Rev. George C. Potts, 
Frederick A. Raybold, in place of Rev. William Latta, 
William Darling, in place of Solomon Allen, Thomas 
W. McClelland, in place of Thomas Bradford. 
Attest, Erskine Mason, Stated Clerk.” 


Resolved; That the Board respectfully decline re- 
coving these gentlemen as members of this Board, 
(Mr. White dissenting.) ? 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed 
to advise with the officers of this Board during the re- 
cesses of the Board touching its interests, with power 
to employ counsel if necessary. 

‘Messrs. Chauncey, Bradford, and Kane were 
appointed on this Committee. _ 

r. McDowell presented a certificate of which 
the following is a copy. 

‘Copy which was read and ordered to be entered 
on the minutes. 

I do hereby certify that the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America which commenced their ses- 
sions in this city on Thursday the 17th inst. 
and are still in session, have made no changes 
in their Stated and Permanent Clerks, or any of 
their Trustees during their session and that up to 
this date I have acted as Stated Clerk and con- 
tinue so to act and have in my possession all the 
books and papers of the General Assembly. 

Signed, Joan McDowe Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May 24, 1838. 


From the minutes, Jas. BayvarpD.” 


Whereupon on motion of Mr. Wm. Maxwell, 


Resolved, That the Trustees of the General Assem- 
bly be instructed to take all such measures as to them 
shall seem needful for asserting, defending, and se- 
curing the rights and interests of the Church confided 
to their care, and that the faith of the several churches 
in connexion with the General Assembly be, and it is 
hereby pledged to the said Trustees to indemnity and 
save them harmless from loss or damage by reason of 
their action in conformity with the instructions of this 


body. 

And then the Assembly adjourned til] to-morrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Friday morning, June 1, 1838. 

The Assembly met and was opened with reading 
the Scriptures, singing and prayer. 3 

The minutes of the last session were read and 

he Assembly proceeded to the order of the 

day: viz. the election of Trustees of the General 
Assembly, according to the rules of the Assembly 
on that subject. And Mr. Alexander Symington 
was elected a Trustee of the General Assembly in 
place of Rev. George C. Potts, and Mr. James.N. 
Dickson was elected a Trustee of the General As- 
sembly in place of Mr. Ambrose White. 
The Committee on the Protest and complaint of 
R. J. Breckinridge and others, against the action 
and decision of the Synod of Philadelphia in 1837, 
in the case of the 3d Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
made a report which was accepted, amended, and 
adopted, and is as follows: viz. That the whole 
subject be dismissed with the consent of the com- 
plainants. 
On motion of Mr. Breckinridge the following 
preamble and resolutions were adopted: viz. 
It having come to the knowledge of-this Assembly, 
that the ministers and churches formerly constituting 
the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, have, with the 
exception of a single minister and church, failed and 
refused to obey the directions of the act of the Assem- 
bly of 1837, which dissolved that Presbytery. 
Be it Resolved, 1. That all the ministers and 
churches formerly constituting said Presbytery, or 
being under its care, are hereby directed to comply 
with all the directions of the said act, at or before the 
fall meetings of the Presbyteries within whose bounds 
they are, or to which they most naturally belong. 
2. In case of the failure or refusal of any of the said 
ministers or churches tu comply with the directions 
now given them, then the Synod of Philadelphia shall 
take such order as the peace of the churches and the 
rights of the minorities in them shall seem to require, 
respect being had to the principles of the acts passed 
for the pacification of the Church, during the sessions 
of the present Assembly. 


On motion of Mr. Gray, 


1. Resolved, That in the judgment of this Assem- 
bly, the ministers who are located as Foreign Mis- 
sionaries permanently out of the bounds of their re- 
spective Presbyteries, ought, where they are sufficiently 
numerous, and where they are so located as to render 
occasional intercourse possible, in all cases to organ- 
ize theinselves into Presbyteries, and gather the con- 
verts whom God may give them into Presbyterian 
churches, ordaining elders in them all. | 

2. The Synods are hereby enjoined to take the 
needful order on this important and interesting sub- 
ject. 
The Committee to whom was referred the ac- 
count of Joseph Whetham, made a report which 
was accepted and adopted as follows, viz: 


Resolved, 1. That in all future editions of the ar- 
ranged edition of the Assembly’s Psalms and Hymns, 
all the Preface, except the explanation of musica! nota- 
tions, be omitted as useless or improper. . 

2. That the following account be entered on the 
minutes, V1z: 

The General Assembly in account with Joseph 
Whetham, Dr. 
May, 1838, To balance due at 

last report to General 
Assembly on the small 
edition, $171 89 

“ On the large edition, 

“ Interest on $920 at 6 per 

cent. 


“ 166% Reams Paper at 
$2.50 


59 21 


416 66 
“Printing 5000 copies 232 00 
Binding 5000 copies at 
10 cents, 500 00—1148 66 
“© 10 per cent commission on | 
$1148 66. 114 86 
$2238 92 


Contra credit. . 
May, 1838, By sale of 5000 copies at 
28 cents, 


“ 300 copies large edition at 80 
cents, 240 00 
“ Balance due the publisher, 598 92 


On motion, : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
revise the Assembly’s edition of the Psalms and 
Hymns, and to suggest and report such alterations, 
corrections and additions for the consideration of the 


ternoon. 


Fleming, in place of Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., George 


for the Committee to revise the poten i Psalms 
and Hymns reported, when it a that the 
following persons were elected: viz. William W. 
Phillips, D. D. Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, Ar- 
chibald Alexander, D. D. Rev. James W. Alexan- 
der, George A. Baxter, D.D. | 
- On motion, Overture No. 15, on the Monthly 
Concert, was taken up, amended and adopted as 


be made by ballot at three and a half o'clock this af- 
ominations were made. — 


The Committee on the Narrative again reported, 
and their report was accepted, adopted, and order- | 
ed to be printed in the Appendix. 

On motion of Dr. Green, the resolution of Dr. 
Baxter laid on the table yesterday, was taken up, 

substitute was offe . 


and . A red by Dr ee 
Green, which was considered and adopted, as fol- follows: viz. 
lows: viz. Whereas it has appeared from the reports of the 


Considering that it is manifestly incongruous 
and unreasonable that the government of the Pres- 
byterian Church should be administered by those 
who do not submit to it for themselves; and where- 
as there are in this Church, certain brethren in the 
ministry who, by taking the pastoral charge of 
Congregational churches, have placed themselves 
in a situation in which the government and order 
of the Presbyterian Church cannot, in the nature of 
things, be fully carried into effect in relation either 
to themselves or to the people of whom they have 
the charge; this General Assembly feel it to be 
indispensable to declare that this is an evil which 
ought to be carrected as speedily as circumstances 
will permit; therefore : 

Resolved, That it be referred to the next General 
Assembly to correct the evils herein submitted, this 
General Assembly being willing that the interval of a 
year should be allowed to the parties concerned to cor- 
rect for themselves the evil in question, if such shall be 
their choice. 

The Committee to inquire into the expediency 
of making arrangements for the purchase of the 
property belonging to the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church in this city for the use of the General 
Assembly, made a report, recommending that 
Mr...Alexander Henry, Mr. Solomon Allen, Mr. 
Matthew Newkirk, Dr. Alexander W. Mitchell, 
Mr. Alexander Symington, and Mr. Joseph B. 
Mitchell be a Committee empowered to purchase 
the said property in trust for the General As- 
sembly provided it can be done with advantage 
and without involving the funds or responsibilities 
of the General Assembly. 

On motion of Dr. Hoge, 

Resolved, That if any Presbytery or Synod shall be 
formed according to the directions given by this As- 
sembly, or being already formed shall desire to be | g 
recognized as a constituent portion of the Presby- 
terian Church, all the proceedings in such case 
shall be fully reported to the next Genera] Assem- 


Church for many years that there has been a very 
lamentable nenlenk of the Monthly Concert for 
rayer; and as there is reason to believe that this 
is owing partly to the time of its observation; and 
as there is a strong probability that a change might 
be made which would subserve the great interests 
involved; and whereas it is the solemn and impe- 
rious duty of the Presbyterian Church and es- 
pecially at the present juncture to promote with 
renewed vigour the kingdom of her Lord and Mas- 
ter, and for this purpose to avail herself of any fa- 
cility in compassing her object. Therefore 

Resolved, That it be recommended, 

1st. ‘hat the Monthly Concert be observed hereafter 
on the First Sabbath of every month; and 

2d. That collections be taken up at the close of every 
Concert in aid of the Foreign Missionary operations of 
our own Church. 

On motion, 

The appeals of H. Bushnell, and of the Church 
of Newark against the Synod of Ohio were dis- 
missed for want of prosecution. 

Resolved, That the next General Assembly meet at 
Philadelphia, at such place as shall be designated by 
the Moderator, and the Permanent and Stated Clerks, 
of which due notice shall be given. 

Mr. Breckinridge from the Committee on the 
State of the Church made a final report, which was 
accepted, and referred to the next General Assem- 
bly, and the Committee was diecharged. 

The report was recorded as follows: viz. 


Minute lst.—The lateness of the Session ren- 
dering it inconvenient and unsuitable for the im- 
portant subject of abbreviated Creeds, Confessions, 
and Church Covenants to be fuily examined at this 
time ; 

Resolved, That the next Assembly be requested to 
ecide 

1st. Whether members received into uur communion 
ought to be received only in private by the church 
session; or whether in addition to this, and after 
it, there should be a public reception of such mem- 
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bly, together with such evidence as the nature of 
the case shall require and shall be approved before 
such body shall be finally received. 


Mr. Breckinridge offered a series of resolutions 
in relation to suits that have been instituted or 
may be instituted against the officers or Trustees 
of this body. The resolutions were made the 
third order of the day for this afternoon. And 
then the Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at 
half-past 3 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Friday afternoon, half-past 3 o’clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Committee to write a Pastoral Letter to the 
Foreign Missionaries under the care of the Assem- 
bly’s Board, made a report which was accepted, 
and adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Ap- 
pendix. On motion of Dr. Phillips, 

Resolved, By the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Chureh in the United States of America. 

1. That we would acknowledge the favour of God in 
permitting our beloved Church to engage in the work 
of Foreign Missions, and we would desire to have our 
own hearts and the hearts of all our people, constantly 
impressed with the solemn truth, that the conversion 
of the heathen to himself, is God’s work, und that every 
thing in relation to its beginning, its progress and its 
completion proceeds from him, and to him is due all 
the glory. 

2. That for the salvation of the world, God employs 
the agency of his Church and people, and has united 
the means and the end together, and that he who dis- 
regards this arrangement and withholds his aid and 
assistance, especially at such a titne as this, fails in his 
duty to God and to the benighted heathen. 

3. That it has always been the duty of the Church 
to make known the Gospel to all the world, and in this 
day of light, with such facilities for this purpose, and 
so many Calls and openings of Divine Providence, this 
duty is greatly increased, and no Church which neg- 
lects it, can expect the blessing of God upon her in- 
terests. 

4. That as the Presbyterian Church is engaged in 
the great work, and as the harvest is perishing for want 
of labourers, every member of the Church is called to 
increased exertions in behalf of their benighted fellow 
men. 

5. That in view of all these considcrations, it is the 
duty of the Presbyterian Church to provide the means 
necessary to send out and support every properly qua- 
lified Foreign Missionary that may be accepted by the 
Board; and the General Assembly would solemnly re. 
mind the members of the Church, that all are required 
by the word of God and their covenant engagements to | 
him, according to their talents and means, to do what 
they are able to promote the glory of God, by sending 
the knowledge of the glorious Gospel to the benighted 
heathen. 

6. That the preaching of the Gospel by the living 
teacher, is the principal instituted means for the con- 
version of the souls of the pgrishing heathen ; and in 
connexion with this, is the great duty of training up 
a native ministry, and the General Assembly have seen 
with approbation, the prominence given to these vital 
principles in the report of the Board. 

7. That fur the purpose of disseminating informa- 
tion in relation to Foreign Missions, it be recommended 
to the ministers and elders of the churches, to make an 
effort to increase the circulation of the Forcign Mis- 
sionary Chronicle. 

8. That we regard with sincere interest, all the ef- 
forts of the different Foreign Missionary institutions 
to make known the truth as it is in Jesus Christ to the 
heathen, and we recognize it as a duty binding upon 
all these institutions, to cultivate the best understand. 
ing with each other, in carrying forward the same 
great cause. = 

And on motion of Mr. Breckinridze, 

Resolved 9. ‘That in view of the solemn principles 
and facts new declared, the General Assembly would 
urgently invoke all the ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, and especially such as are not now laboriously 
engaged in the appropriate work of the Gospel minis- 
try, to come tu the help of the Church in the great work 
of converting the world. 


The Assembly proceeded to the orders of the 
day,and Messrs. R. G. Thompson, Irwin, and J. 
N. Beach, were appointed a Committee to receive 
and count the ballots for delegates to corresponding 
bodies; and Messrs. Sickles, Davidson, and Doby 
were appointed a Committee to receive and count 
the ballots for the Committee to revise the Assem- 
bly’s Psalms and Hymns. 

The resolutions offered this morning by Mr. 
Breckinridge were considered, and on motion of 
Mr. Vail indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Hervey, the appeal of Jacob 
Little and others against the Synod of Ohio, was 
‘taken up and dismissed for want of prosecution. 

The Committee to receive and count the ballots 
for delegates to corresponding bodies reported, 
when it appeared that the following were elected, 
viz: 

To the General Association of New Hampshire, 
Rev. Eli F. Cooley. 

To the General Convention of Vermont, Rev. S. 
S. Davis. 

To the General Association of Massachusetts, 
Rev. John H. Church, D. D. 

To the General! Association of Connecticut, Rev. 
Horace Pratt. 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, 
Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. D. 

To the General Synod of the German Reformed 
Church, Rev. John M. Krebs. 

To the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch 
Church Rev. Archibald Alexander, D. D. 

To the General Conference of Maine, Rev. N. 
H. Harding. x 

The Committee appointed to write letters to be 
addressed to foreign ecclesiastical bodies, reported, 
and their report was accepted and adopted. 

Ordered that these letters be signed by the Mo- 
derator and Permanent Clerk, and respectively 
transmitted by the Stated Clerk to the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland; to the General 
Synod of the United Secession Church of Scotland. 

To the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland distinguish- 
ed by the name of Seceders. 
he the Congregational Union of England and 

es. 


a 
To the General Synod of Ulster. 


The Committee to receive and count 


$ > 


the ballots 


bers, in the face of the congregation, upon profes- 
sion of their faith and with covenant between the 
church and said members ? 

2d. If there should be such public reception, should 
the faith and covenant professed and entered into, be 
in substance the whole standards of the Church, or 
should the profession and covenant be limited ? 

3d. Ought there not to be uniformity on this whole 
subject, and to that end ought not the Assembly either 
to settle proper abbreviated formularies, or order the 
general use of those of the Church, or forbid any usage 
which requires the use of any in the manner now con- 
templated? Another subject of great importance, and 
kindred to this is, the mode of reception and profession 
of faith by candidates for adult Baptism. 

And it is for the reasons already stated, in the fore- 
going case referred to the next Assembly, with the re- 
quest that it would exumine and decide, whether 
there ought not to be provided a comprehensive for- 
mulary, or at least a simple direction for adult Bap- 
tisms? And if yea, ought not the proper directions or 
formulary to be provided without unnecessary dclay, 
under the care of the Assembly ? ~ 


Minute 2d.—The basis of representation remain- 
ing unaltered, the Assembly recommends to the 
Synods. 

Ist. The equalization, on just and convenient terms, 
of the Presbyteries in the bounds of cach respectively, 
so that, as far as may be in subordination to existing 
interests and general convenience, the several Presby- 
teries in the same Synod may apprvach somcthing 
like equality. 

2d. That all the Synods, by a calm and diligent sur- 


vey of this subject, so order it, as as to make the Pres- 


byteries throughout the Church, stand as far as possi- 
ble, (regard being had as before to existing interests 


and general convenience) upon terms of common right 
and equality. 3 


On motion, the Complaint of the Presbytery of 


Susquehanna was discharged for want of prosecu- 


tion. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Psalmody, be and 
they hereby are instructed to investigate the con- 
tract between the General Assembly and Mr. Whetham 
on the subject of publishing our Book of Psalms and 
Hymns, and that they be empowered to take what 
order may to them seem most efficient and prudent to 
suppress any further emissions of the copy committed 
to him, and make report thereof to the next Assembly. 


The Committee on the Records of the Synod of 
Ohio reported, recommending that the Records be 


approved. The report was accepted and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Beatty, 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Assembly be pre- 


sented to the inhabitants of this City for their kind 
hospitality to the members during these sessions. 


_ Bills for the incidental expenses of the Assem- 
bly during the session, amounting to $228 32 were 
presented, and it was 


Resolved, That the Trustees be directed to pay the 


same out of the contingent fund. 


The minutes of the present session were read 


and approved. The Assembly having finished all 
its business, the roll was called and the following 
persons marked absent without leave: viz. Messrs. 
D. T. Smith, Beman, Spear, Masters, Chapin, Van 
Dyke, Waterbury, Tyler, Raymond, R. Smith, 


Mason, W. Patton, Hartley, Pierson, Fisher, 
Weeks, Woodruff, J. Crane, Foster, Gilbert, Hall, 


S. K. Wilson, P. Chamberlain, Kellog, Cleaveland, 
Woodbury, Nicholls, Hammond, Disbrow, Bing- 
ham, Bosworth, Van Deman, Strong, Crothers, 
Long, L. Beecher, B. Dickinson, Weed, Bassett, 
S. G. Lowry, Jennings, A. L. Rankin, E. Beecher, 
Burritt, Watson, Blatchford, Bascom, Barrows, 
Hale, Covington, Dallas, Hill, Jamieson, J. E. 
Montgomery, Morrison, McGill, Early, G. S. 


White, Dick, Rogan, J. Patton, Scott, Eagleton, 


A. C. Dickerson, Murdock. 


And then on motion, 
Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved, 


and that another General Assembly, chosen in the 
same manner, be required to meet at the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, on the 3d ‘Thursday of May, A. D. 1839, at 


11 o’clock, A. M. 
The Moderator accordingly dissolved the As- 


sembly, and concluded with prayer and the apos- 
tolic benediction. 


JOHN M. KREBS, Permanent Clerk. 


HEARING ‘THE WORD. 
“ Not hearers only.”-—James i. 22. 


There is, what a dear friend of mine has well 


styled, that monster in profession, who is all ear ; 


no faculty, in religious matters, but this one; no 
head to apprehend, no heart to love and experi- 
ence, no hands to act for Christ, no feet to walk in 
the obedience of God; but all—all ear. A new 
preacher, a tine preacher, a long sermon, sermon 
after serinon, discourses about the talents of 
preachers and the beauties of sermons, and some- 
times matters not quite so good us these, are ob- 


jects of supreme delight for too many, who rather 


wish to hear about Christ than to live upon him, 
and to have a good seat under the sound of the 
Gospel, than to be enjoying the power of it. O 
what a poor sort of professing life is this! to mis- 
take air fur food, and mere hearing for godliness ! 
Alas! what will this avail the soul, when it shall 
need strength and courage to resist the powers of 
= and to enter the gloomy valley of the 
dead ! 
The true servants of God have, in a certain sub- 
ordinate sense, “their ears opened, or pierced,” 
according to the meaning of the rite in the law; 
and thus they are made “ his own for ever.” They 
come willingly, in the day of his power, to the 
door of his house, even to Christ, the only door of 
the “ true tabernacle, which God hath pitched, and 
not man ;” and there each of them joyfully declares, 


“I would not, and in thy strength, I will not go 
away, O Lord, from thee, because I love thee, and 
I Jove thine house, and because it is good for me 
to be with thee.” 
are made alive to God, and are enabled spiritually 
to hear his word, and to have it “ written in their 
inward parts,” and thus to serve and 

in Christ with life eternal. — | 


By this spiritual operation the 


live for God 


Y | gone out from us, and by 
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State or tHe Cuurcu.—After a session of 
more than two weeks the General Assembly has 
adjourned. A new era has been introduced. The 
Presbyterian Church, by diminishing its numbers, 
has greatly augmented its moral power. [For the 
last thirty years it has not been in so favourable a 
condition as it is at present, for assuming its pro- 
per place, and exerting its appropriate influence as 
a Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Delivered 
from intestine strife, its ministry and churches may 
unite upon common ground, with cordial feelings 
and sympathies, in promoting the glory of their 
common Master. Who will not rejoice in this 
result? We doubt not that saints upon earth and 
in heaven will record with thanksgiving the mer- 
cy of the Lord in this deliverance—a deliverance, 
at one time so apparently hopeless, so little meri- 
ted, and so remarkably attributable to the Divine 
interposition. Had not the Lord been on our 
side, vain would have been the help of man; and 
we think we speak the feelings of the Church at 
large, when we disclaim all praise for the feeble 
instrumentalities employed in its accomplishment, 
and ascribe all the honour to the God of Zion, 
who has encouraged his people in the dreari- 
est hours of their despondency, and has at length 
made a plain path for their feet. 

Our gratification would be complete, could we 
be permitted, as we hope we may, in urging the 
Church to engage earnestly in her high duties, with- 
out being diverted from our purpose by the necessity 
of replying to the criminatory attacks of opponents, 
Our design certainly is, as far as possible, to cease 
from a controversy already so protracted. Its ob- 
ject has been gained, and its fruits should now 
appear in the increased piety and zeal of those 
who love our Zion. 

It is true that the secession, contrary to their 
former professions of an exclusive desire for the 
salvation of souls, have appealed to the civil law, 
for a reversal of those decisions made in the court 
of Christ; but this course of procedure will only 
require from us an occasional notice. They have 
appealed to Cesar, to Cesar let them go. We are 
utterly incredulous, that in a country like ours, 
whose laws are so express in disclaiming any in- 
terference with the religious liberties of the peo- 
ple, that the suits already instituted can succeed. 
There is not a denomination of Christians in the 
land that would not feel their rights jeoparded by 
a decision which would dictate to any Church the 
qualifications upon which it is to receive its mem- 
bers. It would tear up from the foundation every 
religious organization in the land. 

If the complainants in this case can make it ap- 
pear that they have been deprived of pecuniary or 
civil rights, the case would be different; but to 
require the law to put them into a Church which 
has already decided that they have forfeited their 
membership, is asking more than the law can give, 
without first prostrating the constitution of the 
country, and then tyrannically invading the reli- 
gious rights of the people. From this litigious 
spirit nothing, however, is to be feared, buta little 
expenditure of money, and a little vexation of 
feeling. As our readers may feel some anxiety to 
know the form of legal process intended to be pur- 
sued in this case, we would state that writs have 
been served on Dr. Elliot, Mr. Plumer, Mr. 
Breckinridge, and the Stated and Permanent 
Clerks of the Assembly, Dr. McDowell, and Mr. 
Krebs ; on the several suits of Mr. Squier, Mr. Hay, 
and Mr. Brown, three members of the disowned 
Synods. The nature of the action is for trespass, 
or in other words, for refusing to recognize these 
gentlemen as members of the General Assembly, 
and the causes will be considered in the last week 
in July. Of this process we have two remarks to 
make. The first is that it is manifestly absurd in 
such a case to sue private individuals, in which 
light Mr. Plumer aud Mr. Breckinridge stand ; 
and second, if a suit should succeed against them, 
which we regard as impossible, it would not, and 
could not settle any general principle, and there- 
fore could not be available. We cannot, there- 
fore, yet believe that these suits will ever be prose- 
cuted, Other suits, however, are contemplated of 
a different character, of which we shall give notice 
when they are instituted, and to carry on which, 
we presume the fen thousand dollars, which the se- 
cession ordered to be raised, are to be appropriated. 
Had the orthodox thus, in the very face of Christ’s 
prohibition, appealed to the law, and authorized 
such an expenditure of money, the whole land 
would have rung with the lament of their disre- 
gard of religion, and their wicked misapplication 
of money. We should have had arithmetical cal- 
culations to show how many Bibles might have 
been purchased, how many Sunday schools insti- 
tuted, or how many missionaries sent to the 
heathen, with this money. But let it be known, 
that it is the New-school, who a year or two 
since, were shocked at the noise of controversy, 
and who were so busy in saving souls that they 
had no time to contend for the faith, that now have 
time and money enough to persecute the Church of 
Christ with protracted Jaw suits. This new resort, 
like others which they have adopted, will, as we 
verily believe, come to nought. God’s blessing is 
not in it. The very men who at the last Assembly 
declared that they were ready for a separation, 
and that they had no disposition to contend either 
for the name or the funds of the Church, are now 
ready to avow their insincerity, by contending for 
both in the most objectionable form. 


Measures not Actep On.—Although the fol- 
lowing papers do not constitute a part of the min- 
utes of the General Assembly, we have thought it 
would not be improper to lay them before our 
readers. In the main, we believe they expressed 
the mind of the Assembly. The first, offered by 
Dr. Phillips, and subsequently withdrawn, we 
have reason to believe, would have been adopted 
with great unanimity, had not the secession com- 
menced their suits at law, to force from the ortho- 
dox what they were inclined freely to give. The 
second, offered by Mr. Breckinridge, and after- 
wards postponed, is also worthy of preservation. 


Paper offered by Dr. Phillips, and withdrawn. 


Whereas, The Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, as now represented in the General 
Assembly of the same, have for years been con- 
tending for the doctrines and order of the Gospel, 
for the truth, purity, peace, and spiritual prosperity 
of the Church, and not for earthly gain; and 
whereas a portion of what has been heretofore 
called the Presbyterian Church, have voluntarily 
their secession and sepa- 
rate organization, have forfeited in Jaw, all their 
title to any of the property belonging to the Pres- 
byterian Church; and whereas the General As- 


/against semi-Pelagian errors. 


which may in il 
therefore, 4 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to as- 
certain what portion—if any—of the funds in the 
hands of the * rustees of the General Assembly, 
may be equitably claimed by those who adhere to 
the secession, and report to the next General As- 
sembly, and thus, if possible, to secure an amicable 
adjustment of our pecuniary affairs. goes 


Paper offered by Mr. Breckinridge, and postponed. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, both during its pre- 
sent sessions, and during those of the last year, 
has distinctly and repeatedly expressed its perfect 
willingness to settle all the difficulties, and espe- 
cially those of a pecuniary kind, which have 
arisen, or could arise, between thuse Synods which 
have been declared out of our connexion, and all 
who have seceded and united with them, on the 
rete the Church itself on the other. 

his was indeed the earnest desire of the 
Church; as well because all the questions in- 
volved, turned finally on questions purely eccle- 
siastical, as because money questions were in our 
view wholly insignificant, compared with others 
which lay behind them. And as we construed 
the law of God, it seemed better, even to take 
wrong and suffer injustice in temporal] affairs, than 
to be prompt to hale even nominal christians before 
the judge. But above ail, we utterly repudiate all 
pretensions from whatever quarter, to control the 
free and conscientious decisions of the Church of ~ 
Christ, on matters of Christian doctrine, order, or 
discipline, by the civil tribunals. 

e are bound, and we hope prepared, to render 
to Cesar all things that are Cesar’s; but we are 
also bound, and resolved never to surrender to 
Cesar the things which are only God's. 

It is, therefore, with decided reprobation, that 
this Assembly has learned, not only that suits are 
threatened against its Board of Trustees, but that 
other suits have been actually commenced against 
the officers of this body, and several of its mem- 
bers, the object of which is, not only to prevent 
the free action of our ecclesiastical courts, but to 
un-church the church itself, by the action of the 
civil power. 

Under the present state of these painful affairs, 
this Assembly deems it a solemn duty, to declare, 
and does hereby declare, 

1. That it expects of its Board of Trustees the 
same loyalty to the Church, and the same fidelity 
to its Divine Lord, that have marked their course 
in past times; and it hereby pledges to them its 
support, and that of the churches represented in it, 
in their lawful acts, in carrying out the decisions 
of the last and present Assemblies. 

2. ‘That we solemnly, in the name of God, whose 
we are, and whom we try to serve; and on behalf 
of his Church, of which we are Ministers and 
Ruling Elders, and as commissioners constituting 
its highest earthly court, do hereby protest, against 
all attempts to subject the Church of Christ, in its 
purely ecclesiastical action, to the surveillance, or 
revision of the civil power. And as free American 
citizens, we renounce for ourselves and for our 
country, all pretence, of any such ruinous power, as 
it regards others. 

3. That the churches and minorities of churches, 
in the bounds, or under the care of either of those 
Synods or Presbyteries, which were declared to be 
out of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America—or 
within the bounds, or under the care of any seced- 
ing Presbytery or Synod—which churehes or mi- 
norities are willing to adhere to the Presbyterian 
Church in manner and form, repeatedly declared 
by this Assembly—all such churches and minori- 
ties, are hereby advised, not only to take steps for 
their early union with our body, but also to protect 
themselves in the exercise of ecclesiastical rights, 
and to secure their corporate property against the 
new sect, and the ruinous principles upon which 
their proceedings go. 


belong to said secession, 


Numpers Acain.—It was first asserted that the 
New-school had an actual majority in the General 
Assembly; it is now, however, admitted by the 
party, that there was present in Philadelphia an 
actual majority of the orthodox, even counting the 
delegates from the disowned Synods. Fruitful, 
however, in expedients for consolation, they now 
maintain that they might have had a majority, be- 
cause the majority of all the ministers and 
chorches through the country is with them. The 
true statistics are directly against this assumption, 
but we will leave them in the enjoyment of this 
calculation for six months, when it will appear 
that not one fourth of the ministers or churches 
will sustain them. 

It has furthermore been extensively published, 
that ** not a few,’? who remained with the ortho- 
dox, were in favour of the seceding party ; how 
true this was, may be learned from a single fact. 
The Rev. Mr. White, who although he retained 
his seat in the General Assembly, is conceded to 
be a New-school-man, on one occasion made a 
motion to alter a Minute, which would recognize 
that the secession was made before the Assembly 
had been organized, and yet could not find one in- 
dividual in the Assembly to second him. Yes, 
although he‘repeated his motion three times, ‘it 
could not be put by the Moderator, because there 
was not one in the house to second it, which 
certainly could not have happened, if there had 
been ** not a few” of the party there. 


InreresTING Documents.—Besides the acts of 
the Assembly referred to in our Jast number, as 
tending to secure the future peace of the Church, 
and of rendering it homogeneous in its character, 
others will be found incorporated in the minutes 
as completed in our present number. The Pasto- 
ral Letter, the Letter to Foreign Missionaries, and 
the Narrative on the State of Religion, will all be 
found to be exceedingly interesting documents. 
The publication of the Letters to corresponding 
bodies has not been authorized, but if the commit- 
tee to which they have been entrusted, shall here- 
after deem it expedient to publish them, we shall 
with much pleasure lay them before our readers. 


Tue Times.—The Presbyterian Church has 
just passed through a mighty struggle for exis- 
tence, with the happiest success. The contest has 
been a purely doctrinal one—the doctrines of truth 
Many, not of our 
communion, have marked the progress of the con- 
troversy with interest, aware that in its results it 
had important bearings not on a single denomina- 
tion merely, but on the Church at large. The 
Presbyterian Church has fought the battle not 
only for herself, it is to be hoped, but for others. 
The same elements of discord which existed in 
her body, actually exist in every religious denomi- 
nation in the country, and must sooner or later, 
hasten a crisis in each and all, unless, as we have 
intimated, the defeat of error in one denomination, 
should discourage its revolutionary spirit in others. 
Religious and political institutions are alike 
threatened with the same spirit of radicalism, 
against the encroachment of which, a conservative 
party must be organized, or the effect will be most 
disastrous. There is a class of men, whose sole 
object it would seem to be, is to disturb the 
Church of Christ. Restless at home, they wan- 
der abroad ; they are reformers, evangelists, and 
philanthropists ; in one section they are ruining 
the cause of temperance, by extreme and ultra in- 
terpretations ; in another, they are madly inflaming 
the public mind by a reckless fanaticism; un- 
der the guise of benevolence, they are creeping 


sembly have no desire to hold or use any funds, 


into churches to disturb their harmony, and divert 
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~ from the the truth of Christ mark their progress. 


Who does not know that in the Methodist 
Church, it has been avowed that a schism in that 
Church, is to be preferred to an abandonment of a 
scheme of pretended philanthropy, and that discip- 
line has necessarily been resorted to, to check the 
increasing evil? In the denomination of Quakers, 
the contest has been vigorous between Orthodoxy 
and Hicksism. An actual schism has taken place 
among the Baptists on nearly the same grounds. 
Among the Episcopalians the controversy is com- 
mencing, and although one organ of that Church 
is boasting of the steadfastness of the Church, 
secured as it is by “her episcopacy and liturgy,” 
yet another und equally respectable organ of the 
same Church, complains of the existence of “ rank 
Pelagianism” in, her communion. Among the 
Congregationalists too, the contest is between Or- 
thodoxy and Taylorisin. 

Such is in fact the state of thechurches. Error, 
the universal accompaniment of fanaticism and ra- 
dicalism, is widely diffused, and if the friends of 
truth and order are faithful to their duty, each 

hurch must have acontest of its own, until the un- 
sighteous leaven is purged out. The moderate may 
recommend delays and compromises, but let the 


example of the Presbyterian Church be remem- ‘ 


dered in proof, that the evil can be eradicated only 
by boldly meeting and subduing it. 


Letrer.—The Clerk of the secession 
party, by order, directed a letter to the Permanent 
Clerk of the General Assembly, demanding the 
books and papers of the Assembly. The follow- 
ing was the reply of the Permanent Clerk : 


«“ Rev. and dear Sir—Your favour, without date, 
communicating a paper, signed ‘ Erskine Mason, 
Stated Clerk,’ and which purports to be a resolu- 
tion adopted May 17th, (instant,) by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, and intended to authorise you 
to demand from Dr. McDowell and myself certain 

pers, has been received. 

“In reply, 1 would respectfully inform you that 
I am the Permanent Clerk of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America; that the Minutes of the As- 
sembly for May 17th are now before me; and that 
there is no record on the minutes either of such a 
resolution as you have communicated, or of your 
appointment as Stated Clerk, in place of Dr. John 
McDowell ;—and consequently [ have no authority 
to comply with your demand. Yours respectfully, 


“ Joun M. Kress. 
“ Philadelphia, May 21, 1838. 
“«To the Rev. Ersxine Mason, D.D.” 


Episcopat.— The Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Maryland, at 
present in session at Easton, have chosen the Rev. 
Manton Eastburn of New York, Bishop of that 
diocese, in the place of Bishop Stone, deceased. 


Curistian Requirep.—We publish the 
following letter received at our office, in the hope 
that it may call forth liberal aid in behalf of a 
suffering church. Those who have the ability 
and heart to extend assistance will need no argu- 
ment to stimulate their charity on such an occa- 


sion, 
Cuarteston, May 21, 1838. 


Sir—You have doubtless read the tidings of that 
awful calamity by which this city has been, to so 
great an extent, destroyed. One-third of Charles- 
ton is in ruins, and property to the amount of three 
millions of dollars erwheband in remediless de- 
struction. This calamity, added to the pressure of 
the times, leaves Charleston almost prostrate. 

To add to the bitterness of distress, five places 
of religious worship, where consolation might have 
been ead in this time of sadness, are utterly de- 
stroyed. Among these was the New Lecture 
Room of the Second Presbyterian Church. Such 
a building, the remote situation of our Church, and 
the scattered condition of its members, rendered 
absolutely necessary for all its services. ‘This 
building had just been finished, and was rendering 
us the fruits of our efforts, in many spiritual bless- 
ings. It is now gone, and if rebuilt must be con- 
’ structed of brick, at a much heavier expense. 

This expense we are now unable to meet. 
Never, as a congregation, though pressed by con- 
tinual and heavy expenditures, have we gone be- 
yond Charleston, or, except at our commencement, 
much beyond ourselves, for help. But, on this oc- 
easion, we feel willing, and, indeed, constrained, 
to throw ourselves on the kind liberality of our 
brethren and friends, and to ask a portion of that 
generous aid which this suffering community, and 
our fellow sufferers, in a religious point of view, 
are receiving from all parts of our country, and es- 
pecially from all who cherish feelings of friendship 
and regard for their brethren at the South. 

Our reasons for thus casting ourselves on your 
bounty are simply these. Upwards of twenty of 
the members of our own congregation have been 
burnt out, with the loss of nearly all their proper- 
ty. All of us are, directly or indirectly, and very 
heavily involved in the losses incident to this terri- 
ble conflagration. This lot and building have just 
cost us some six thousand dollars. Several thou- 
sands more have been lately expended on a series 
of church alterations. The church has been new 
roofed—and owing to a storm to which it was ex- 
posed during that week, the ceiling was entirely 
destroyed, and is now fallen, and in a dangerous 
condition. And besides all this, it is not long since 
a very heavy debt, of about twenty-five thousand 
dollars was liquidated by the efforts of the congre- 
gation. 

It is now with us a time of need. Our pros- 
perity, if not our existence, as a congregation, de- 
pends upon our being now enabled to restore our 
fallen temple, and refit our injured church. 

As & committee appointed by the congregation, 
we address ourselves to you, and affectionately so- 
licit whatever aid you can personally, or by any 
effort you may deem advisable, render us, and 
which may be forwarded to any of the committee. 

Signed — Thomas Smyth, fastor; William 
Smith, President; Rev. B. Gildersleeve, John 
Rebinson, James Adger, Alexander Black, William 
C. Dukes, Alexander Brown. 


A SUORT SERMON. 


“|f any come unto you and bring not this ductrine, 
receive him not inte your house; neither bid hua 
God speed.” —2 John 10. 


This doctrine is called in the preceding verse 
the doctrine of Christ. The doctrine of Christ ac- 
cording to John was especially : 

1. The doctrine of his Deity. He was God. 
_ “This (Jesus Christ) is the true God.” 

2. Of his humanity. ‘He was made flesh.” 

3. Of his atonement. “ He is the propitiation 
for our sins.” 

4. Of atonement by substitution and death. 
“« He came by blood.” 

5. Of regeneration and cleansing of the heart by 
his Spirit. Of his advocacy now with the Father, 
and of entire salvation through him and destruction 
to those who embrace him not. “ He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath. not the Son hath 
not Jife; shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” 7 : 

Now this good lady, who, in the want of hotels, 
lodged strangers, and particularly travelling preach- 
ers, is directed not to invite to her house any who 
did not bring the doctrine of Christ. If charity re- 


quired that he be entertained as a poor stranger, it. 


might be done: but not as an acknowledged 


er. He is one of the deceivers, ver. 7.. 


ive him no countenance. The rule still applies 
and is therefore stiil:in force. Such must not be 


boos 


their attention, from the Gospel ; and wherever 
they are countenanced, the most fatal departures |. 


may seem. | 


constructive reasoning. 


: For thé Presbyterian. 
CONSTRUCTIVE REASONING. 
One of the objectionable means by which men 
attempt to support their favourite cause is con- 
structive reasoning. There’ is perhaps no cause, 


or evil, which has not at one time or other, 
os offered the aid of this deceitful prop. It has 


of Christianity. Ithas been employed both for and 
against every prominent doctrine in religion, in 
morals, or in politics. It may have been used by 
men in @ good cause, but even in that case 

the ultimate result of it must be injurious to 
truth and righteousness. It is time to say what I 
mean by constructive reasoning. First, construc- 
tion difiers from implication. I[f any thing is ex- 
pressly forbidden, all the acts which would una- 
voidably lead to it are forbidden by implication ; 
but the implication does not cover those acts which 
may or may not lead to the thing which is forbid- 
den. For instance, a law forbidding a man to 
marry his sister, by fair implication forbids a wo- 
man to inarry her brother, since she cannot do it 
without contributing to the express. or direct viola- 
tion of that law by her brother. To reason from 
an express law to its implication, is much the same 
as to reason from the whole to its parts, in cases 
where the whole but none of the parts is expressed. 
Second ; to search out the spirit or design of a 
moral precept, to reason, or to act on it, is, not to 
reason constructively. When we read that’ moral 
precept, “If any man will smite thee on the one 
cheek turn to him the other also,”’ we find that we 
are forbidden to disturb our own peace, and the 
“age of society, by retaliating for slight injuries. 
o follow this precept literally, and yet to resent 
other injuries that are as trifling as that which it 
supposes, would be to transgress against the spirit 
of the precept, which requires that slight offences 
shall be passed over with little notice. ‘To use 
the precept so is not to reason constructively, but 
to explain a precept according to the obvious mean- 
ing of the author. All moral precepts, as distin- 


ed. The particular precept points out a depart- 
meut of the duties which we owe to a general 
law, of which duties the precept is an illustration 
and aspecimen. 

Constructive reasoning consists in the applica- 
tion of principles, rules, precepts, or laws to particu- 
ar cases for which they were not given, and to 
which they ought not to be applied. In respect of 


positive, as distinguished from moral precepts, the 
safe rule is to apply them to no case which they do 


not express, however good the reason for such ap- 
The application of a positive 
w in the manner now stated is an instance of 
The Jews had an ex- 
press command to cut off the nations of Canaan, 


a 


and God assigned the reason for that command, 


which was, the wickedness of those nations. If the 
constructive principle of reasoning were a sound 
one, the Jews were required, if they should find 
any other nation as’ wicked as the Canaanites, to 
treat it in the same manner, the reason of the com- 
mand holding in the latter case the same as in the 
former. ‘That the Jews had no right under that 
command to wage war upon any people not men- 
tioned in it, is sufficient to show that the constructive 
principle is inadmissible, and that in interpreting 
positive law, however plain the spirit of it may ap- 
pear, we must confine ourselves to the letter. 

The laws against treason were in former ages 
applied constructively. ‘The individual tried had 
perhaps no treasonable intention, but if the court 


decided that his conduct might endanger the king, 


the accused was found guilty of constructive trea- 
sun. If persons were reduced to poverty and want 
by the operation of the arbitrary laws against sedi- 
tion, a legacy left to them might be confiscated 
because it might operate contrary to the royal in- 
tention that such persons should suffer for their 
supposed crimes. Acts of humanity which tended 
to mitigate the sufferings of persons who had fallen 
under the royal displeasure, were construed as 


offences against the king. A worthy clergyman of 


the Church of England left to Richard Baxter a 
sum of money to be distributed among a certain 
number of non-conformist ministers, who had been 
cast yut of their livings, and stated in his will that 
he did not give it because they were non-conform- 
ists, but because they were poor. Judge Jefirics, 
who presided in the star chamber, had that money 
confiscated, as having been left for a treasonable 
purpose—left to alleviate the sufferings of men 
whom the king was punishing as his enemies It 
is obvious that in that case the Judge took the 


general principle that the law was framed for the 


punishment of such men, and applied it to the case 
before him, though that case was not mentioned in 
the law. While the doctrine of constructive trea- 
son was believed and acted on, no man, however 
loyally disposed, could feel certain that he would 
not be found a traitor if he incurred the displeasure 
of the court party. ‘The doctrine of constructive 
criminality is now expelled, but the species of 
reasoning which supported that doctrine is still in 
popular use in every department of controversy. 
In the New Testament we have two divine or- 
dinances for our edification by sensible signs, 
namely, baptism and the Lord’s supper. If we 
should act on the constructive principle, our 
reasoning from those institutions night be the fol- 
lowing: Under the New ‘lestament dispensation 
God has sanctioned the use of sensible signs for re- 
ligious purposes, therefore we may introduce into 
the Church any thing which wiil impress poor 
sinners through the medium of their senses: as for 
instance the sign of the cross, extreme unction, 
anxious seats, the division of sinuers from saints 
in the protracted meeting, and the image of the 
Saviour before the eyes of the worshippers in his 
devotion. ‘The constructive reasoning from the in- 
stitution of baptism and the eucharist, would sanc- 
tion not only the machinery usually called new 
measures, but all the mummery used in the Greek 
and the Roman Catholic churches. If we will not 
stand by the results of constructive reasoning, let 
us abjure the practice. 
The apostle Paul when cautioning some Chris- 
tians at Rome against ensnaring, by their example, 
their weak brethren who thought the Levitical 
distinction between clean and unclean meat was 
still in force, uses the following words, (Ron. xiv. 
21.) “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak ;”” and when warn- 
ing some Christians at Corinth against leading 
their weak brethren into idolatry, by eating things 
offered to idols, he says, (1 Cor. viii. 13.) “ If meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make my brother 
to offend.” ‘The particular cases which led the 
Apostle to give those counsels, do not exist among 
us now; we have no Christians among us who are 
in danger of hurting their conscience by eating the 
flesh of an animal that does not chew the cud or 
divide the hoof, or of a fish which has not fins and 


| scales; neither have we among us Christians who 


are in danger of joining in the feasts of idolaters. 
But the constructive argument from the Apostolic 
directions is the following: ‘ The reasons assigned 
for the abstinence which the Apostle recommends, 
is, that some were sinning in those acts which 
were innocent in themselves. On this account he 
desires the enlightened Christian, who otherwise 
might partake innocently to abstain in every case- 
where his partaking might ensnare his weak bro 

ther into the sins which have been specified. Bu 

some men brethren if not Christian brethren, drink 
wine jntemperately ; therefore every Christian is 
bound to abstain from it altogether, that both his 
Christian and his infidel neighbours may-do the 
same. Some men eat more animal food than is 
consistent with the best state of health and favour- 
able to longevity, therefore every Christian is 
bound to resolve that he will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest he cause his brother man or 
his. brother Christian to offend.” This is a fair in- 
stance of constructive reasoning. 
recommendations Paul gave for particular cases 
which do not now exist, and applying them to 
other cases which have always existed, but to 
whieh the Apostle neglected to apply them. Our 
Saviour lived as righteously as if he had been in 
possession of the writings of Paul; and farther, 
there was intemperance while he was on the earth, 
yet he neither enjoined nor practised that absti- 
nence from wine and flesh which the constructive 
interpretation of the Apostle’s words would require; 
neither does it appear that Paul observed his ab- 


been employed in favour of infidelity, and in favour 


guished from positive ones, ought to be so explain- ; 


It is, taking the: 


ces which obviously called them forth, and which 

appears obviously in the context. 3 
Having detected the constructive principle of 

reasoning as it acts in interpreting positive laws, 


| Shortly trace it as an ay, hg of grand moral 


principles of commands. Take for instance the 
command “love thy neighbour as thyself.” We 


we are required to have this brotherly love to men 
without distinction of colour, clime, or nation, or 
religious creed. But when it is affirmed that this 
command proves slavery to be malum in se, so that 
it must forbid a traveller in a slave’state from pur- 
chasing a slave in order to bring him into a free 
state and there set him free, the affirmation is the 
result of the constructive principle of reasoning 
applied to the commandment. It is obvious that in 
purchasing an oppressed slave, for the purpose of 
setting him free, and in remaining his master and 
protector for a few hours till he is brought into a 
free state, and manumitted where he is not in dan- 
ger of being reduced again to slavery, I would be 
doing to him as I would that he should do to me if 
circumstances were reversed; and yet some of 
those who employ constructive reasoning on the 
subject, maintain that by becoming a slaveholder 
even in the case supposed, I would violate the law 
contained in that Scripture rule. 3 

Reverence for God is the duty of every man, bu} 
it were easy to show that by the constructive mode 
of reasoning from this admitted truth, we might 
argue in favour of superstition—in favour of every 
rite in the Romish church which seems calculated 
to promote reverence for our Maker. And the 
man who, without doing homage, passes by a pic- 
ture said to represent Deity, might by constructive 
reasoning, be held guilty of irreverence towards 

rod. 

From the Holy Scriptures we learn that God re- 
quires between the sexes great purity in heart, 
speech, and behaviour; and from this, some con- 
structive reasoners infer that the Bible must of ne- 
cessity contain a law to show every man, to whom 
he may and to whom he may not be joined in mar- 
riage. The safe rule for studying the Scriptures, 
is not to find from general principles what they 
ought to contain, but from fair exegesis to find 
what they certainly do contain. If by fair exegesis 
a law can be found in the Bible to show a Christian 
with whom he may lawfully marry and with whom 
he may not, the Church and the world ought to 
know of it, but let us not reason out the existence 
of such a law merely by an application of a gene- 
ral principle. We ought to interpret God’s Jaw as 
being exceeding broad, yet in prescribing rules for 
promoting obedience to it, we may fall into con- 
structive reasoning, and plead for offering to God 
services which he has not required at our hand. 
There is then a constructive interpretation even of 
moral precepts. Reasoning on the constructive 
principle, we may affirm that the first command- 
ment forbids murder,and the sixth idolatry, be- 
cause the man who dutifully worships the true God 
will not commit murder, and because the murderer 
wil] not sincerely worship the true God. Yet it is 
still to be remembered that in interpreting any 
moral precept, the spirit of it is to be sought for 
and observed, W. M. P. 


DOMESTIC IN'TELLIGENCE. 


Connecticut.—The Connecticut House of Assembly, 
by a large ny tag have passed a bill to repeal the 
“Canterbury Law,” as it is called, except the fourth 
section. Said law prohibits the establishment of 
schools for coloured children from other States. Both 
houses have passed a resolution to pay the Prison Dis- 
cipline Society $1000, being the amount advanced by 
that Society for the support of a Chaplain for the State 


in town elections, (abolishing distinctions on account 
of coluur, was postponed till the next session. A com. 
mittee of the House reported in favour of a grait of 
$15,000 to the Wesleyan University of Middletowu.— 
N. Y. Jour. Com. 

Wisconsin.—It is stated in the Green Bay Demo. 
crat, that Gen. Dodge, Governor of Wisconsin, is 
about to retire froin that office, as he has been offered 
the situation of Brigadier General in the Army. Aaron 
Vanderpoel, Esq. of Kinderhook, is spoken of as his 
SUCCCSSUr. 

Vermont.—Drs. Nelson and Cote, American citi- 
zens, who surrendered with arms in their hands, to 
General Wool, on the Vermont frontier, in March last, 
were lately tried in the U. S. Circuit Court for the 
District of Vermont, and acquitted. 


Florida.—General Jesup has arrived in Washing- 
ton. ‘The Globe says the war in Florida may now be 
considered at an end, as there are but a small band of 
Mickasukies, and only a single chief’ of note, still ab- 
sconding in the swamps. General Jesup has taken 
altogether about seventeen hundred Indians. 

College of New Jersey—James McDowell, Esq. of 
Virginia, will deliver the annual address before the 
Alumni of Princeton College, at the cominencement 
in September next. 


The Crops.—The wheat and rye crops in Cumber- 
land county, Pa., according to the Carlis!e Herald, look 
better than they have for many ycars past, and pro. 
mise an abundant harvest. ‘I'he Bradford County Ar- 
gus says—“ We do not remember ever to have seen 
crops of winter grain look so promising as they do the 
present season in this county.” 

Improvement in Cards.—A Mr. Faber, of Canton, 
Olio, has made, according to the Ciucinnatt Reposi- 
tory, a great improvement in making cards. ‘The 
tecth by this invention are fixed in wood, instead of 
leather, and the process required to cut, bend, and 
insert them, occupies for a common hand card but 24 
minutes. 

Specie Circular.—The Specie Circular which was 
issued on the llth July, 1836, has been repealed by 
Congress, and approved by the President of the United 
States. It made gold and silver alone reecivable tor 
the public lands. ‘The following is the repealing act: 

* Resolved, by the Seuate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That it shall not be lawful for the Secretary 
of the T'reasury to make, or to continue in force, any 
general order, which shall create any difference be- 
tween the different branches of revenue, as to the me- 
dium of payment, in whieh debts or dues, accruing to 
the United States may be paid. 

A new Circular was issued from the Treasury De- 
partment on the Ist of June, addressed to all Collectors 
and Receivers of Public Money, founded on the above 
resolution. ‘The Circular instructs these officers to 
receive the notes of banks in all branches of the pub- 
lic revenue, under the following restrictions: 

1. None are to be received but such as are “ paya- 
ble and paid on demand, in the legal currency of the 
United States. 

2. No notes to be received of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

3. No notes to be received of anyx denomination, un- 
less “ payable on demand, in gold or silver coin, at the 
place where issued,” and “ equivalent to specie where 
reccived.” 

4. No notes to be received of any bank which, since 
the 4th of July, 1836, has issued “ any note or bill of a 
less denomination than five dollars.” 

The provision of the act of June, 1836, referred to in 
this last restriction, has been made the subject of spe- 
cial consideration in the Senate, upon the motion of 
Mr. Webster, directing the Finance Committee of that 
body “to inquire into the expediency of repealing or 
modifying those provisions of the said act which pro- 
hibit the receipt, in payment of debts and dues to the 
United States, of the bills of all banks which issue bills 
of less denomination than five dollars. 


South Curolina.—The Legislature of the state of 
South Carolina assembled, in extra session, in con- 
formity to the Governor’s proclamation, on Monday 
last. ‘Che editors ofthe National Intelligencer have a 
copy of Governor Butler’s Message to the two Houscs. 
[t is confined exclusively to the occasion for which the 
Legislature was convoked, (the disastrous destruction 
of property by fire in the city of Charleston.) The re- 
lief which the Governor proposes is the application of 
two or three millions of dollars, to be raised on the 
pledge of the faith of the State, by way of loan, for the 
relief of the city from its immediate prostration and 
suffering. 

Steam Boat Sunk.—On Thursday morning, 31st ult. 
about one o’clock, the steamboat New England, which 
left Boston the previous evening at seven o’clock, for 
Bath and Gardiner, was run into by the schooner Cur- 
lew, and sunk in about half an hour. The accident 
occurred about ten miles off Boon Island light.—- 
All the passengers succeeded in getting ‘on board the 
schooner, save one man named Standish, of Providence, 
who was killed. : 


Outrage.—The news of the destruction of a Cana- 


dian steamboat, the Sir Robert Peel, is fully confirmed.. 
It is supposed that the act was done by Canadian re- 


etinence rules, except in the particular circumstan-, 


5 


do not reason constructively when we teach that’ 


Peel was a passage boat, and had little if any mer- 
chandize on board. She cost fifty thousand dollars. 
About two o’clock on the morning of the 30th ult., 


[| while stopping to take in wood at Well’s Island, a few 


miles below French Creek, in the St. Lawrence, she 
was boarded by a body of armed men, estimated at 
thirty or more in number. They first fastened the 
companion way leading to the gentlemen’s cabin, and 
then proceeded to the ladies’ cabin, whose inmates were 
told to go ashore; they did so, passing through a line 
formed by the pirates. The gentlemen’s cabin was 
then opened, and they obliged to Jeave the boat in the 
same manner. The boat was then fired. There were 
between twenty-five and thirty cabin passengers, and 
and forty in the steerage. A steamboat happening to 
pass the island soon after, took off the passengers and 
crew. Governor Marcy on hearing the news hasten- 
ed to the frontier by express conveyance. ‘Ihere is 
no military force whatever along the Canada frontier. 

The subjoined additional particulars are from the 
Albany Argus, furnished by a correspondent of that 
paper at Watertown. 7 

I do not learn that there was any suspicion here that 
any such outrage was in contemplation, and the news 
of it caused a very general surprise. It has been sub- 
sequently ascertained that these marauders had two 
encampments on an island in the St. Lawrence, called 
Abel’s Island, lying about mid-way between French 
Creck and Well’s Island, at which they had rendez- 
voused a short time before their attack. 

‘fen persons have been already committed to the 
jail of this county on the charge of having participated 
in the outrage. All. these, except one, are refugees 
from Canada. It is probable that a few American 
citizens were associated with them, but the perpetra- 
tors were mystly persons from the British provinces, 
and assigned as the motive for destroying the boat, 
the desire to retaliate for the loss of their property in 
Canada. 

The robbers got considerable money, but most of it 
($6000) has been recovered, and is now in the posses- 
sion of the civil officers of this county. A commenda- 
ble degree of zeal and activity has been manifested by 
them to detect and bring to justice the offenders. 
They will probably all be ascertained. 

This affair, as was natural should be the case, pro- 
duced great excitement in Canada; but the people of 
that province are becoming satisfied that this move- 
ment was not known or appreliended by our citizens, 
except the few that were engaged in it, that it is 
strongly reprobated here, and that proper exertions 
have been and will continue to be made among us to 
bring the perpetrators to justice. The Albany Argus 
and Evening Journal contain the statement of a pas. 
senger on board the steamer when she was burnt. He 
states that the men who came on board at Well’s Is- 
land (seven miles below French Creek) were disguised, 
and composed about tairty individuals. ‘They drove 
all on board to the shore, and then set fire to the stea- 
mer. ‘l'hey seemed to have a leader, who was heard 
to use this exprcssion, “ gentlemen, remember the Ca- 
roline.” ‘lhe passengers and crew were taken off the 
Island by the steamer Oncida, and returned to Kings- 
ton. A gentleman from Oswego says that ten of the 
pirates have been arrested, only one of whom was an 
American. The Watertown Jeffersonian says -that 
three are in jail in that villagé. Of those arrested, are 
Nathan Lee, of Clayton, in Jefferson county; Pates, 
Hugh Scanlan, and two brothers Warner—a!l Canadi- 
ans except Lec. 


Fires.— Between eight and nino o’clock on Thurs- 
day cvening the 31st ult., a fire broke out in the rope 
wall of ‘Thomas Muxwell, in Fiiteenth street near 
Seventh avenue, New York, and before its pro- 
g:ess could be arrested entirely consumed ten build- 
ings, and partially injured another. ‘There is every 
reason to suppose that the fire was caused by an incen- 
diary, and was the second attempt of the kind in that 
immediate neighbourhood within twenty-four hours, 

A very serious fire occurred in Lancaster, Pa., on 
Wednesday evening, 30th ult. Six stables situated in 
the rear of Mr. Cooper’s Red Lion Hotel, were entirely 
destroyed. 

A large stone paper mill, belonging to Mr. Robert 


Prison. A bill relating to the qualifications of clectors | ground on Monday night last. ‘Vhe mill, the macli- 


-nery of which had cost above ten thousand dollars, 
"There was an in. 


Carter, near Elkton, Maryland, was burnt to the 


had been finished but a short time. 
surance of nine thousand dollars on the property. 


Intelligencer, that George E. Dyson, Esq., Cashier of 
the Mineral Bank at Cumberland, Maryland, (torinmerly 
Cashier of the Patriotic Bank at Washington,) was 
killed on Thursday last, by being thrown out of a gig 
in which he was riding in company with a friend. 
Mr. D. has left a wife and scveral children to mourn a 
loss which is to them truly irreparable. 


Great Fire at Nantucket.--We learn from the Boston 
Mercanti‘e Journal, that a fire broke out in J. James’s 
steam rope walk, on South Beach, so called, Nantucket, 
gn Saturday morning last, 2d inst., about three o’clock. 
It spread very rapidly—and in about three hours and 
and a half it entirely demolished about twenty-five 
buildings, among which were the rope walk, three 
large oil and candle manufactoriecs, besides some 
smnaller ones—a boat builder’s shop, and ten dwelling 
houses, besides a nuinber of other buildings. ‘The 
quantity of oil connected with the sheds in this section 
of the town was very large. ‘I'‘lie loss cannot yet be 
ascerluined—but it is generally thought that it cannot 
fall short of one million of dollars! ‘The New Bedford 
Mercury states that it is feared the whole amount of 
insurance on the property destroyed docs not exceed 
$10,000. The fire is supposed to be the work of an 
incendiary. 

Bank of the United States.—In consequence of the 
repeal of the Specie Circular, the Bank of the United 
States has deterinined to accede to the request of the 
Board of ‘Trade of the city of New York, contained in 
the following resolution of that respectable body : 

* Resoleed, That our recollection of that liberal 
system pursued by the former Bank of the United 
States renders us peculiarly solicitous that a large 
banking institution should be established liere, under 
the General Banking law, which shall be managed 
with the same enlarged views, and the same cnlight- 
ened and liberal policy.” 

The Steam Ship— The barque Cambridge, at Bos- 


tude 43, longitude 50 30, the brig Madrid, trom Rot- 
terdain, for Philadelphia, which reported having spo- 
ken on the 14th ult. in longitude 44, (another account 
says latitude 44,) the steamer Great Western, from 
New York (May 7) for Bristol. In which case, says 
the New York Star, she hud made 1300 miles in only 
six days. She will probably arrive out in twelve days, 
as she had but 400 miles additional to make in the 
succeeding six days over the rate she had been going 
at. 


Riot.—We learn that there was on Sunday a‘ter- 
noon a serious riot among the labourers employed on 
the dam at the tide lock near Havre de Grace, on the 


de Grace, and were so riotous that the people of the 
place had to escape us they could—some of them ta- 
king refuge in the steamboat, others hastening to a 
greater distance. Our informant heard that a message 
had been sent to Baltimore for volunteers to come 
down and restore order. We could not learn what was 
the alleged cause of the disturbance.— U. S. Gaz. 


Rail Road.—The directors of the Catskill and Cana- 
joharie Rail Road having complied with the provi- 
sions of law in relation to the aid of the State granted 
the company at the last session of the legislature, the 
Comptroller has issued for its benefit State stock to 
the amount of $100,000, being the first payment au- 
thorized by the statute. The work, it is now under- 
stood, will be pushed with vigour to an early comple- 
tion.— Albany Argus. 


Cape Palmas.—Intelligence down to the 18th 
January has been received from Cape Palias, the set- 
tlemnent of the Maryland State Colonization Society on 
the coast of Africa. All the letters received concur in 
representing the affairs at the colony in a flourishing 
condition. ‘The Niobe, which sailed from Baltimore 
on the 17th November, arrived out after a pleasant 
| passage of forty-three days. ‘I'wo were born on the 
passage, making 87 emigrants in all landed. The 
health of the missionaries is represented as good, and 
their cause as prosperous.—Balt. Aim. | 


Review of the weather, for May, 1838.—The month 
commenced rather cool, with the mercury at 39 at sun- 


ing of the 2d to the 10th, the weather was extremely 
variable, raining more or less every day—the sun, 
however, alternately cheering us with his mild and 
warming influences. From the 10th to the 23d, the 
weather was like mid-summer; the mercury fre- 
quently rose to 80, and twice to 84. For two weeks, 
vegetation put forth, and grew with great rapidity. 
After the 22d, the weather again became variable, with 
alternate showers. and sunshine until the 30th, when 
it cleared, cool, with the wind at N. W. Westerly 
winds prevailed a greater part of the month. More or 
less rain fell on 19 days. On some of the days there 
was merely a light shower. ‘Take it in the aggregate, 
it was a inild and pleasant month. Perhaps there has 
not been a month of May for many years, in which 
the weather has been so favourable to vegetation and 
fruit, as the one just closed. ‘This month has escaped 
without a frost in this vicinity, which had not been the 
case for several years. The medium or average of the 


fugees. From the New York Commercial Advertiser 
ir Robert 


|we learn the followiag particulars ; The Sir 


mercary at sunrise was 51; at 2 o’clock, 66. 


average of the corresponding month of last year, was 
52 at sunrise, and 67 at 2 o’clock. © 


Rise in Lake Erie—It is stated in the Cleaveland 
Gazette of Saturday, that the waters of Lake Erie, at 
that point, are at least three and a half feet higher 
than they were three years ago, and one and a half 
feet above the level last year. A rise is also said to be 
observable in the Upper Lakes. Here (says that pa- 
per) is a problem for men of science to solve, if they 
can. Is there any thing in the popular notion of a 
rise and fall—a tide—once in seven years? Are there 
any authenticated facts or observations indicating such 
a tide? It strikes us that the phenomenon is a curious 
one and worth investigating. 


Distressing Accident.—The Charlestown (Va.) Free 
Press says—‘ We are grieved to learn that Mrs. Link, 
wife of Mr. Adam Link of this county, was killed on 
Tuesday last, by the rail road curs near Harper's 
Ferry, on the Maryland side. It seems that Mrs. 
Link had never seen the operations of a rail road, and 
visited Harper’s-Ferry on the fatal day for the express 
purpose of seeing the train. She had crossed the 
bridge with her husband, and was standing on one of 
the tracks not in use at the moment the locomotive 
approached. We understand that one of the switches 
was changed in some way, and a part of the train be- 
came disengaged and run upon the track upon which 
Mrs. L. was standing. She was crushed between the 
cars, and dicd instantly. The event caused great 
horror to the spectators, and has awakened a gencra! 
sympathy. 

The Cherokees —The Athens (Tennessee) Courier 
mentions the arrival of Major General Scott and suite 
at the Cherokee Agency, Calhoun. An order to the 
troops issued by General Scott under date of the 17th 
ult. recommends the mildest treatment to the Chero- 
kees, compatible with the performance of the delicate 
trust which has been assigned to them. He says— 
“acts of harshness and cruelty, on the part of our 
troops may lead step by step, to delays, to impatience, 
and exasperation, and in the end to a general war and 


carnage—a result, in the case of these particular In- 
dians, utterly abhorrent to the generous sympathies of 
the whole American people.” He recommends every 
possible kindness, compatible with the necessity of re- 
moval, and the utmost rigor of the law for those who 
disobey. ‘The reported murder of the Surveyor-Gene. 
ral of Georgia, by the Cherokee Indians turns out to 
be untruc. 


LOWER CANADA. 


The Earl of Durham landed at Quebec on Tuesday 
last, and was received with military honours. He is. 
sued a proclamation after taking the oath of office, no- 
tifying the people of his appointment, and of his assum. 
ing the administration of affairs in British North 
America. ‘lhe tollowing is an extract:—* The honest 
and conscientious advocates of reform, and of the me- 
lioration of defective institutions, will receive from me, 
without distinction of party, race or politics, that as- 
sistance and encouragement, which their patriotism 
has a right to command, from al] who desire to 
strengthen and consolidate the connexion between 
the parent state and these important colonies; but the 
disturbers of the public peace, the violators of the law, 
the enemies of tle Crown, and of the British Empire, 
will find in me an uncompromising opponent, deter- 
mined to put in force against them all the powers, civil 
and military, with which I have been invested.- ‘he 
Karle’s suit, brought out by the Hastings, was compo- 
‘sed of sixty-one persons, 


- 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


By the packet ship Albany, arrived at New York, 
from Havre, the editors of the Commercial Advertiser 


‘have reccived files of Paris papers to the 8th, and 


Ilavre papers to the 9th May. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


. . . 
motion was carried by a majority of 36. 


The London advices in these papers are of May 5th. 


‘There was a long debate in the House of Commons on 
‘the 3d,on Lord John Russell’s motion for a select 
_counittee to inquire into the mode of granting and re- 
-newing leases of church property, with a view partly 
to the employment of the surplus arising from its in- 


creased value, and partly to some change in its man- 
agement, which shall remove existing abuses. ‘The 
conservatives or torivs endeavoured to secure the ap- 


Distressing Event—We learn from the National plication of the surplus revenues to the increase ot 


church accominodation, or of the stipends of the clergy. 
Mr. Liddell moved an amendment to th .t effect, but it 
was lost by a vote of 254 to 265. Lord John Russell’s 


On the 4th there was another long debate on the 
subject of pluralities in the church. Mr. Hume moved 
to abolish them, but the motion was lost, 107 to 37. 

On the oth, Mr. Hume gave notice that on the ‘Tues- 
day following he should call the attention of the House 
to the subject of the arrest and punishment of indivi- 
duals accused of high treason in Upper Canada, ‘The 
House went into committee on the supply bill, and 
after a short debate, voted the sum of £2,440,550 for 
the redemption of Exchequer bills for the coming year. 

‘The London Sun states that the government has 
ugrced to give £100,000 toward re-building the Royal 
Iexchange, and £200,000 toward pulling down the 
Bauk buildings. 

‘The typhus fever was very prevalent in London, and 
causcd much alarm, 

‘The trades-pcople of London were getting up meet- 
ings and petitioning that the coronation might not take 
place in June, alleging that the immediate close of the 
_ fashionable season thereafter would be highly prejudi- 
cial to their interests. 

The customs revenue at the port of Liverpool alone 


ton, on ‘Thursday, spoke on the 18th ult. when in lati- | 
' Loudon, und remained a considerable time  belore 


Susquchannu—about 300 of them assembled in Havre | 


rise, but it ran up to 60 by 2 o’clock. From the morn. | 


is stated to be one fourth of that of the whole kingdom. 
Tats shows the immense value of the American trade. 
Her Majesty’s brigantine Buzzard, which arrived at 
Plymouth, bringing most distressing accounts that the 
siciness at Sierra Leone had destroyed nearly entire 
| crews and oflicers of several vessels of war, has had, 
during ler four years cruizc on the coast, the most un- 
_preccdented success in the capture of slave vessels, 
having taken no less than 44383 slaves. 

Steam Gig.—Mr. Hancock, who has undertaken to 
build steam wagons in England, set out for Stratiord, 
on the 3d of April in the afternoon, in a steam gig or 
his own construction, attended by two of his friends. 
Iie passed through several of the principal streets of 


Guildhall, manwuvring and turning his vehicle, says 
the Londoa Courier, with extraordinary facility. 


FRANCE. 
The indictment against Hubert and his accomplices 


plot against the King. 
the 14th ot May. 

The frigate Nercide had arrived at Brest, from 
Hayti, having on board the Haytian commissioners 
and 2,800,0UU tranes, part of the indemnification agreed 
to be paid by the Haytien government. 

The ex-King of Holland, Louis Bonaparte, was mar- 
ricd “4 the Siguora Strozzi at Florence, on the 23d of 
April. 

The Duke d’Archambault de Talleyrand, brother of 
the famous ‘Talleyrand, is dead. 

The advices trom Atrica were of the most satisfac- 
tory tenor. 

‘I'he 5th of May being the anniversary of Napoleon’s 
death, a great number of garlands were as usual depo- 
sited at the foot of the column in the Place Vendome. 

SPAIN. 

Telegraphic cespatches were reccived at Paris, dated 
Bayonne, May 4, announcing the total defeat of the 
Carlist Negri by Eespartero; 20UU prisoners were ta- 
ken, of whom 2U0 were officers. All the Carlist artil- 
lery and baggage fell into the hands of the victors. 

‘lwo Carlist coinpanies surrendered to the Barun de 
Meer on the 30th of April. | 


HANOVER. 


The king was to set out for Berlin in a few days. 
whence he would go to London, it was said, to be pre. 
sent at the coronation. It was supposed that his great 
object was to negotiate a murriage for his son with 
Queen Victoria. 

The opposition to his measures was growing 
stronger, being increased by the return of the depu- 
ties of the first chamber to their several places of resi- 
dence. ‘The assembling of the second chamber was 
proceeding very slowly, and it was doubted whether a 
quorum would be got together. ; 


GERMANY. 

A letter from Franktort, published in the London 
papers, says that the Prussian government begins to 
conceive doubts of being seconded by Austria in its 
attempt to settle the difficulty at Cologne. The Em- 
peror of Russia has, however, taken part warmly with 
Prussia. ‘The movements of the Catholic prelates of 
the Duchy of Posen, in favour of the Archbishop of 
Cologne and his party, have alarmed the Russian go- 
vernment for the tranquility of its Catholic subjects in 
Poland. 

There is nothing new relative to the affairs of the 
Circassians. A letter from Constantinople announced 
the defeat of the Druses in Syria by the Egyptian 
army; and it is stated that the Grand Seignor has 
abandoned the war against the Pacha of Egypt. 


FROM MEXICO. 
We have jos received, says the National Intelligen- 


May, from which we learn that the 


negotiations be- 


| eween the of end 


was published, setting forth all the particulars of' his | 
‘I'he trial was to commence on | 


Mexican papers to the date of the lst of 


nta- 
tives of France had been broken off; the final note of 
the Mexican Minister, utterly declining a compliance 
with = demands of the French agents, bearing date 
the 19th. | 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Acknowledgment of monics received the General Assem- 
bly’s Board of Education, from the 11th of April, to the 24th 
of May, 1838, inclusive. 

Estate of Martha Bernard, Highland co., Ohio, per 


E. Hibben, > 310 00 
Presb. ch., Deerfield N. J., (Rev. Mr. Tyler,) per 

Rev. Wm. Chester, - 30 00 
Female cent, soc., Presb. ch. Cambridge, balance to / 

constitute Rev, E. H. Newton houorary member 

of the Board, - 00 
Fresb cls, Forks of Brandywine, per Rev. W. Chester, 44 34 
mane of the Seeond at, ch., ‘Troy, og nc Daua, 24 00 

resb. ch. Pittsgrove, Rev. George W. Janvier, per 

Rev. W. Carsten, - - - 11 25 
Executive Committee, Natches, por Rev. T. A. 

Ogden, - - - 1784 50 
Presb. Redstone, - - 105 50 
Presb, Concord, - - - - 420 00 
A. Sutherland, Richmond co., N. C., per W. Nassau, 10 00 
Middletown and Ridley chs., Fa., per Rev. A. H. 

Parker, - 14 00. 
Presb. chs., Sinking Creek and Spring Creek, per 

Rev, D. McKinney, 41 54 
John Stecl, 10th Presb, ch, Philadelphit., per Dr. A. 

W. Mitchell, - - 00 
Dr. A. W. Mitchell, do., per Rev. F. McFarland, - 100 00 
J. Johnson, Scotch church, N. Y., per Rev. F, Me- 

Farland, 100 dols. ; ‘Thomas H. Fuile, do. do, 100 

dols ; KR. L., and A, Stewart, do. do, 100 dols ; 

Jaffrey, do. do., 50 dels; H. Rankin, do, do., 

50 dols.; Wm. Watt, do. do , 20 duls.; W. J. 

Morrison, do, do., 15 dols.; R. Irwin, 10 dols. ; 

cash du, do, do., 10 dois, ; do. do., 5 dois. ; Miss 

J. Blair, 5 dols.; Mrs. Taylor, do. 5 dols. —— 525 00 
Miss A. Hicks, Brick ch., N. Y., per Rev, F. Me- 

Farland, - - - - - - 10 00 
Premium on New York money, oe - - 8 33 
Collections in I] ineis per Rev. J, Stafford = - . 102 98 
In part of legacyin Athens, Ohio, 75 00 
Presb, ch. Oxford, Ohio, per Rev. J. W. Scott, - 40 00 
Presb. ch, Venice, do. per - 
J. Nicholas, Dunlapsville, do. - - 6 00 
Ex. Com., Louisvilie, Ky., 64 60 
Win. R. Hanson, 10th Presb, ch. Philadelphia, per 

Lewis Brown, Central ch, Philadelphia, per Rev, F, 3 

Me Farland, 10 dols.; F. V. Krug, do. do. 20 dols.; 

A. Henry do, 100 duls,; cash collections, 34 dula, 

85 cents; Wm Koss 2 dols.; a fricnd ot the Board 

jn the Central ch., per do, 5 duls.; H. J. Hebere 

ton, do. 10 dols.; R. Heberton, do. 5 dols.; Dr. J. 

MeDoweil do, 5 do.s.; Mrs. Olmstead, 2 dols,; J. 

V. Cowell do,, 20 dols.; J. McAuley 5 dols., mem- 

ber Central ch., do. 00 duls.; A. J. Miller, do. 20 

dols.; B. Badger, 10 duis.; D. Kirkpatrick, 10 

dols.; C. Cornelius, 5 dols.; J. Field, 20 duls.; S. A, 

Lewis, 20 duls,; J. Coleman, 5 dols. ; R. Grey, 5 

dols.; Mrs. B. White, 2 dols.; Mrs. Heylin, 3 

dols.; H. Hebcrton, 4 dols.; J Hewett, 2 

G. Helinbold, 2 dols.; D. Gibbs, 1 dol.; N. 

Buck, 20 dols., Mrs, Brookfield, 3 duls, 85 
First Presb, ch, Baltimore, per Rev, Wim, Chester, 591 13 
Mrs. Maria Boyd, Sixth Presb, ch, Philadelphia, per 

J. McMullen, - - - 2 50 
J. N. Dickson, Sixth Presb. ch. Philv., per Rev. 

MeFarland, 50 dols.; Mrs. B. C. Dickson, do. do, 

10 dols.; Master J. Dickson, 1 dol, - —-61 00 
Presb. Fayetville, per. J. Miller, 100 00 
Returned by a candidate, per R. S. Colton, - 12 50 
R. Lemon, ‘Venth ch, Piniadelphia, per Rev. F. Me- 

Farland. - - - 5 00 
Rev. H. A. Boardman, do. do, * 
fx. Com. Louisvilie, Ky., - 107 50 
Collectionsin W, Pa., per Patterson and Forrester, 337 50 
W. Graham, ‘Tenan., per S, Allen 5 
Collections in Ala., per Rev. KR. B. MeMullen, = 1753 00 

Do. Presb, Winchester, per Rey, L. F. Wilson, 560 00 

Do, in S. C., and Georgia, - - - 2556 00 
Fresb, ch,, Fairfield Va., per Rev. J. Paine, - 7 00 
Presb. ch., Marietta, in part, per Rev. F. Me- 

Farland, - - - - 22 00 
Presb. ch, Columbia, in part per do., . - 57 13 
S. Holmes, Brick ch., N. Y., per Dr, Stephens, 50 

dols. ; John Adams, do, du., 30 dols.; Miss 

rell, do, 2 dols.; Fea. Ed, Soc., Southampton, L. 

1., do 36 dols.; Presb, ch. Hopewell, N. Y., per 

do, 14 dols.; do, South Salem, 32 dols., do. New 

Rochelle, per do, 20. duls, 45 cents ; John Saxton 

N. per do, 10 dols, ——194 45 
E. Clark Rye, N. per Rev. W. Chester, - 75 00 
A. Clark. do. «lo, 5 0a: 
Zion ch. Tenn., per Rev, J. F, Scott, $56 00 
Loss discount on uncurrent money, . 7 68—— 48 32 
Fifth Presb. church Baltimore, in part, per Rev. F. 

McFarland, - - 15 50 
Bethel cong., Pa., per Rev. J. Greer, er - 5 86 
Buffalo do. Usy 4 31 
J. B. Boyd, Northumberland, per R. Sheddan, : 00 
Presb, of Troy, per James Raymond, - - 38 44 
Ladies Ed. Soc, Petersburg Va., per Rey, W. Chester, 55 00 
Presb, ch. Petersburg, Va., per do. - 18000 

Do. Raleigh, per do. « 62 50 

Do. do. per do. - 4 50 

Do. Newbern, do. - 33 16 

Do. Roanoke, per do. - 51 00 

Do. Portsmouth, in part per do, . 17 00 

Do. Norfolk, per do. - 69 37 
Ladies Scholarship, dv. first instalment, per da, 80 00 
Presb. ch. Bedford, N. ¥., per . : 92 50 
Mary C. Young, per do, : 1 00 
Presb. ch., Franklin and Jersey, Ohio, to constitute 

the Rev. John Hudsun, honvrary member of the 

Board, per Rev, J. Wood, - - $42 25 
Presb. ch. Dayton, do. do., to const. Rev, J. 

Barnes do., pe 66 

Presb. ch. Springfield, Ohio, to const. Rev. 

W. Galioway do., - 53 00——161 25 
Ex. Com. Louisville, Ky., per W. Nesbit, > - 1225 51 
A young Lady, Phila., per Kev. F, McFarland, - 25 
Presb. ch, Crawfordsville, Ind-, per Rev. J. S. 

Presb. Bethel, S. C., 70 00 
Presb. ch., West Kishacoquillas, Pa., per Rev. J. S. 

Woods, by Rev. J. Moore - - « “ 30 26 
Presb. ch. Carlisle, Ind., per Rev. J. Wood, | - 16 25. 
Honey Creek ch., Ohio, per Rev, J. L. Belville, . 5 50 
Heney Creek ch, Sve., per do. 1 00 
Yellow Spring ch., do. per do, - - 26 50 
Miami ch., oO. r do. - - 45 50 
Female Ed. and Miss. Soc., of the First Presb, ch, 

Elizabethtown, N. J., per Kev. N. Murray, - 103 00. 
Presb. ch., Connecticut Farms, - 10 80 
Newton Presb., per J. McKee « 11 00 
Presb ch., Taggarts Valley, Rev. J. Brown, - 3.00 
Ladies Sewing Soc., Presb. ch, Newton, b. I., pe 

Kev, F. MeFarland, - 25 00 
Collections im Va., per J, F, Caruthers, - 180 37 

$13,078 97 


J. B. MITCHELL, Treasurer,. 


CONCERT OF PRAYER. 
The Sunday School Monthly Concert of Prayer, at 


Lecture Room corner of Eighth and Cherry, next 
Monday, June 11, at eight o’ciock, P. M. 


TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

At a mecting of the Board af ‘T’rustecs of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, held on the 18th ult. Matthew 
Newkirk, Esq. was unanimously elected Treasurer. 


DIED, 

On Friday tlie 8th inst. after a lingering iflness, Mr. 
Rosert Haminy, formerly an elder in the Seventh Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, in the 67th year of his 
uge. His friends and acquaintances and those of the fa- 
niuly are respectfully inviied to attend his funeral! (with. 
out jurther notice) from his late residence, Oxford town- 
ship, near Frankford, Philadelphia county, on Sunday 
morning, the 10th inst. at eight o’clock. 

On the 29th of May, at the residence of her grand- 
father, John Morison, Esq. in Abington, Emma Jann, 
only daughter of Rosert and Janz Montoomery, aged 
2 years, 2 months, and 17 days. 


RESBYTERIAN MISSIONS.—-A _ Historical 
Sketch or Compendious View of Doniestic and 
Foreign Missions in the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. Prepared at the request of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church. By Ashbel Green, D.D. LL.D. 

A Treatise on the Offices of Christ; by the Rev. 
George Stevenson, Minister of the Gospel, Ayr, and 
author of a work on the atonement. ‘“ Ye are come to 
Jesus, the Mcdiator of the New Covenant.” First 
American from tie last English edition, 

Hill and Valley; or Hours in England and Wales. 
By Catharine Sinclair, daughter of the late Right Hon. 
Sir John Sinclair, Bart., authoress of Modern Accom- 
plishments, Modern Society, Charlie Seymour, and 
the Nursery Plutarch.; 1 vol. 12mo. Just published 


and for sale by 3 
WM. S. MARTIEN, 
S. E. Corner Seventh & George streets, Philadelphia 


glish editions.—Jeremy Taylor’s Works, 3 vols. ; 
Burnet’s History of his Own Times, 1 vol.; Clark’s 
Succession of Sacred Literature, 2 vols.; Horsley’s 
Biblical Criticism, 4 do.; Warburton’s Complete Works, 
12 do.; Dr. Isaac Watts’ Works, 8 do. ; Jortin’s Ser- 
mons, 3 do.; Lime Street Lectures ; Skelton’s Works, 
6 do.; Laurin’s Sermons, 3 do.; Toplady’s Works, 1 
do.; Blair’s Sermons, do.; Cole on God’s Sovereignty ; 
Fisher’s Marrow of Modern Divinity; Romaine’s 
Complete Works, 1 vol.; Chillingworth’s do. do.; Cole. 
man’s Sermons; Horne’s Bampton Lectures; McCrie’s 
Life of Knor; do. Melville, 2 vols.; Vicesimus Knox’s 
Complete Works, 7 do.; Bishop Bull’s Works, 8 do. ; 
Jones’ Works, 6 do.; Ambrose’ Works; Serle’s Hore 
Solitaria ; Gurnall’s Christian Armour; Leighton’s 
Works; Edwards on the Will; Bishop Hopkins’ 
Works, 4 vols.; Evans’ Christian Temper ; Goodwin’s 
Thoughts on Man; Graves’ Sermons; Faber’s Ser- 
mons, 2 vols.; Giil’s Body of Divinity, 3 do.; Camp- 
bell on Miracles; Burrowe’s Summary, 3 vols.; 
Brown’s Divinity ; Burnet’s Pastoral Care; Charnock 
on the Attributes; Adams’ Private Thoughts; Arun- 
del’s Seven Churches of Asia; Atterbury’s Sermons, 


2 vols.; Tillitson’s Works, 10 do.; &c.&c. For sale 
at the lowest prices b J. WHETHAM, 
june 9 No. 144 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


ILES’ REGISTER.—For sale cheap, 2 copy of 
Niles’ Weekly Register, complete from the com- 
mencement down to the latter end of 1833, in forty- 


ol al 8 
| HOGAN & THOMPSON,:. 
june 9—3t No. 30 North Fourth street, Philade.. 
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LIFE’S VOYAGE. | 
BY MRS. 3. L GRAY, OF EASTON, FA. 


. ©. et the sail and trim the boat, 
Softly blow the breezes ; 
Let.the light bark onward 
Where the zephyr pleases. ‘ 
“Phough the mountain’s ponderous brow, 
Casts ite shadow o’er us; 
Yet the valley's sunny 
Is beaming bright us. 


and dale and shady bower, 
"Bo our view advancing ; 
“Lowly hovel, and lordly tower, 
In the sun-beam glancing. 
__ Now we hear the jocund song, 
_. Of the lusty reaper ; 
Now from yonder mournful throng, 
Wailings of the weeper. 


See yon gay and beauteous bower, 
In the sunlight glowing ; 

And the fragrant shrub and flower, 
In its shadow growing. 


O! ye breezes cease to blow : 
Stay O rippling river ; 

Though fain to linger we onward go, 
*Tis gone, gone for ever! 


Thus adown the stream of life, 
our bark is guiding ; 
_ Through scenes of ure or of strife, 
Onward ceaseless gliding ! 


On alike through weal and wo— 
On through joy and sorrow— 
How quickly come! how quickly go, 
Noon and night and morrow! 


- Come we to some fragrant vale, 

Fondly would we linger; 

But the fresh winds press the sail; 
Time's relentless finger, 


: Onward points—and as we go, 

Can fain int gorgeous g 


 Hill-and dale how soon they’re gone, 
_ In this ceaseless motion! 
Winds and waves still urge us on, 
~ Onward to the ocean! 


‘Thus along life’s gliding wave, 
_ Morn and noon and eve'n, 
"Fo the dark insatiate grave, 
Forward all are driven. 


Nor stop we there; still on we go, 
Never, never ceasing— | 
~ On in joy or on in wo; 
In infinite progression. 


Soon our bounding bark will pass, 
To the gulph of wailing; 

Or soon be on the sea of glass, 
In heaven's own sunshine sailing. 


Gracious Spirit, in this vale, 
Give us favouring breezes ! 
Mighty Maker trim our sail ; 
old the helm, O Jesus! 


FILIAL DUTY. 
“ Grieve not thy father, as long as he liveth.’—Son of 
Sirach. 


Thy father! Why, with locks of snow 
Are thus his sacred temples clad ? 
Why droops he o’er his staff so low 
ith trembling limbs and visage sad ? 
- Care hath his brow with wrinkles scarr'd, 
His clustering ringlets shred away, 
And time with tyrant sceptre marr’d 
The glory of his manhood’s sway. 


How oft that palsied hand hath led 
Thine infant footsteps weak with fear, 
How gently bow’d that reverend head 
Thy childhood’s broken taleto hear; 
_ And when those wayward feet have stray'd 
*Mid youthful follies rashly free, 
Those lips invok’d at midnight’s shade 
The pardon of thy God for thee. 


If from his speech should dotage flow, 
Or eye, or ear, be dull and dead, 
Thou to his second childhood show 
The love that smooth’d thy cradle bed. 
Grieve not thy sire! for if his love 
Unblest, or unrequited be, 
He whom thou calls’t thy Sire above, 
Will bend a judge's frown on thee. 


THE FATED CITY. 


*T was evening, and the golden sun 
Streamed brightly in the sky, 
And cast his purple beams abroad, 
Like smiles of an approving god, 
O’er plain and mountain high— 
O’er waving fields of floating gold, 
That round his sinking car were rolled, 
And o’er the city’s glistening spires, 
That flashed beneath his blazing fires. 


There lay that city—wealth and pride 
_ Had built their temples there, 
And swift-winged commerce there had brought 
From many a clime her trophies caught 
From isles, in ocean, fair : 
The pearl, the coral, and the gem; 
And jewels far outvying them, 
Were, with that city’s wealth combined— 
The priceless jewels of the mind. : 


The sun went down, and night came o’er 
That city’s winding walls; 
The er moon rose above the sky, 
And down there all silently, 
Upon the shouting halls, 
Where mirth was heard, and laughter went, 
From lip to lip, in merriment— 
Where all was careless, — light, 
Besporting on that happy night. 


An hour passed on—what cry was that, 

Which thrill’d that city so? 
What shrieks are those—what means yon cloud, 
That wraps that city like a shroud, 

And fills the breast with wo ? 
What mean those flames, that blazing run, 
Along that mountain dark and dun? 
Why shakes the earth—why heaves the sea— 
Why peal those thunders dreadfully ? 


Night left the earth—the sun arose, 
As wont, along the sky, 

And looked—not on that city bright, 

Which he had left before the vay 

_ With turrets gleaming high ; 

But on a black and cheerless waste, 

Which desolation’s hand had traced— 

Upon a flood of lava where 

Once dwelt in beauty Pompen fair. 

A. B. M. 


DANGER OF PLANTS IN A BED ROOM. 


Animals, in the process of respiration, absorb 
oxygen of the atmospheric air, more especially 
during the day-time, which they return to the 
atmosphere, combined with the free carbon of 
‘the blood, in the form of carbonic acid. Plants 
exposed to the rays of the sun absorb oxygen 
and carbonic acid from the atmosphere, which 
they decompose, seizing upon the carbon and 
exhaling the oxygen. In the shade, or during 


- the night time plants absorb oxygen which 


__ia-roems:ia which plants are placed. 
_ this hint, as-the spring, with all its agremens, 


they exhale, combined with carbon. From 
this arrangement of Divine Providence, we 
find that plants vitiate the atmospheric air, for 
the use of animals during the night time, and 
ameliorate the state of the atmosphere during 
the day time. We ought not therefore to sleep 
j We give 


| terials. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


From the Hartford Watchman. 
THE WANDERING BIRD—A Faszz. 
| A certain bird, being seized with the 
‘t gpirit of the age,” began to feel too much 
cramped and confined in her own little nest. 
Her views and thoughts were suddenly ex- 
tended in a most extraordinary manner. A 
strange expansiveness seized her feelings; 
atmospheric pressure seemed to be removed 
in a great measure ; she seemed to be rising 
into the rarer and purer regions of ether, and 
her little body was ready to fly in pieces from 
the throbs of philanthropy that were beating 
within. Her brain began to swim in the 


{fumes of philosophical charity, and wonder- 


ful scenes were floating in the field of vision. 
These words were constantly ringing in her 
ears, the nest is the wortp. And why, said 
she to herself, should I be confined here to 
one small spot, or spend all my days singing 
these sweet songs upon one tree, when, if I 
look abroad, there are thousands of trees and 
sunny hills, and lovely vales, equally inviting 
‘with the spot I occupy. And if I can do 
some good here, on one nest, it follows, by 
parity of reason, that on two nests I can do 
twice the amount of good ; what grand results 
then will follow when my nest is the world ! 
Besides, I have talents suited to a higher sphere 
than the mere details of ordinary life; I may 
be a general agent or supervisor of all nests, 
without assuming the burden of any in par. 
ticular. 

Thus saying, this philosophical bird adopt- 
ed a governing purpose to devote her “ fine 
talents” to a general agency, and a course of 
public Jectures on the best method of mana- 
ging every one’s nest but herown. Occupied 
with these noble sentiments, she sallied forth 
into the walks of public life. Soon she encoun- 
tered a flock of idle birds who were endeav- 
oring to live by their wits. Here was an ad- 
venture worthy of her talents. She assailed 
the lazy birds with great force of argument, 
and showed them that they were leading a 
bootless life. The sceptical birds, (for such 
were her auditors,) caviled, and avowed that 
such are the ‘‘ difficulties” of building nests, 
and such the inconsistencies of those who 
attempt to build, that they had resolved to 
have no concern in the matter, and thus keep 
clear of all difficuliy. The itinerant bird was 
deeply affected at this disclosure. She could 
not endure the thought that so many fine 
birds should balk all their fair prospects 
through the malign influence of scepticism. 
Her expanded mind was therefore bent upon 
devising a remedy. She attempted a rescue 
by the following logical manceuvre. The 
said ‘‘ DIFFICULTIES,” she contended, belong- 
ed not to making nests in the abstract, for in 
that view every thing was perfectly easy, and 
within the natural ability of every bird, be- 
cause, though a bird could not produce a nest 
by direct volition, yet, volition would produce 
that which would produce a nest; ergo, to 
will 1o have a nest was the same thing in ef- 
fect as to have one. The “ difficulties,” con- 
tinued she, of which you ‘complain, belong 
to building nests in the concrete, and the way 
to avoid them is to avoid all the details. For 
example, as there are some peculiar difficul- 
ties attending the use of straws in building 
nests, she would use no straws. And as pe- 
culiar difficulties attended the use of hairs, 
or moss, or down, she would avoid the difhi- 
culties, by avoiding these materials. In a 
word, to be sure of avoiding all difficulties, 
she would avoid the use of all sorts of ma- 
Thus she would have a nest in the 
abstract, without any of the ‘‘ difficulties” of 
the concrete. 

The infidel birds were not slow to per- 
ceive that her system differed from theirs 
only in name, and therefore they came over 
to her standard in flocks. She was greatly 
elated and encouraged by her success; she 
found herself making vast inroads upon the 
regions of infidelity ; while the naughty inf- 
dels, laughing under their wing, were delight- 


thropy. From the infidel notion of building 
no nests, she had converted them to the ex- 
panded sentimentality of building nests of 
nothing. 

Stimulated by these grand results, our he- 
roine proceeded on her agency. In her trav- 
els she came to the region of palaces, where 
she found certain birds confined in cages, to 
variegate the walks of refinement and wealth. 
Here then was another adventure. Her heart 
began to heave with the sentiments of imme- 
diate and universal emancipation. No soon- 
er thought than done. She flew with great 
vehemence against the cages, fluttering and 
pecking, and screaming most piteously.— 


| With these mighty efforts she was soon ex- 


hausted, her head badly bruised, and she fell 
‘panting on the pavement. The prisoners 
were frightened, and as for the owners, some 
were amused, and some were vexed. When 
she recovered from her swoon, a fit of dis- 
cretion came over her, and from certain move- 
ments around, she was satisfied that immedi- 
ate retreat was the path of safety. She 
therefore quickly retired, leaving the objects 
of her sympathy distressed but not relieved, 
and more than ever closely environed with 
bars and grates. 

' But not satisfied with this result, our wing- 
ed agent flew off into the country, out of 
harm’s reach, and began to lecture from copse 
to copse, and from bush to bush, among the 
birds who had never seen a cage, on the evils 
of cages, and the duty of immediately de- 
molishing all in existence. It was repre- 
sented to be the duty of all birds to leave 
their little personal concerns about their own 
nests, and in a solid mass to commence an 
onset upon the cages, until they were scatter- 
ed to the winds, or their owners themselves 
were shut in them. The novelty of these ap- 
peals from a fellow songster excited great at- 
tention. The sympathy of the feathered 
tribes arose to a high pitch, the nests and the 
matin songs were forgotten in the general ex- 
citement, and nothing was heard but cages 
and emancipation. Meetings were held, lec- 
tures were given, petitions were signed, 
scorching resolutions were passed, but still 
the cages were safe and sound. At length 
the question came up by what means the ob- 
ject was to be effected? Should they attempt 
to peck the cages to pieces with their bills, 
and incur all the hazard of such an enter- 
prize, or should they try to overwhelm them 
by distant peepings? The answer of the phi- 
losophical bird was, the thing must be done 
by moral influence entirely. And to bring 
this influence to bear, it was essential to have 
a general rally of all the feathered race. Pub- 
lic opinion must be arrayed, and to this end, 
all birds, old and young, great and small, 
must strike one general note of complaint at 
the top of their voices. Every one must put 
in requisition all his vocal powers, and to 
swell the note of remonstrance the young 
birds must put in their cry of terror, goslings, 
and ducklings, and chickens, must join 1 


universal chorus. This expression of, 


| OF the groans of an earthquake, and in the 


ed with the banner of philosophical philan- 


jof nature, to fathom its secret caverns, and 


opinion wafted on the breezes, would reach 
the region of bondage, and would burst upon 
the ears of despotism, like peals of thunder, 


general fright, every cage would be opened, 
and the oppressed go free. ‘The assembled 
multitude, after trying their voices a few 
times, and being satisfied of the potency of 
this means, began to think of their nests. 
The itinerant bird therefore delivered her 
closing lecture. In it she descanted on the 
grand results which would follow an universal 
change in the established modes of life. 
This, said she, is an age of improvement. 
But we birds are behind the times. We 
build our nests just as they have been built 
from ancient times: our-habits are all ante- 
diluvian. While we are now busied for 
weeks in teaching our young to sing and fly, 
there is no question that they might be taught 
and reared in flocks, by one superintendent, 
without hindering us a day. And then how 
much time would be saved, in which we 
might roam abroad, and look over the world, 
and search out the wonders of distant unex- 
plored regions. Then would the sisters of the 
wing understand and appreciate their rights, 
and be honoured according to their qualifica- 
tions. 


MORAL. 
‘As a bird that wandereth from her nest 
so is a man that wandereth from his place.” 
(Prov. xxvii. 8.) 
From Wellsted’s Travels in Persia. 


FISHING IN THE PERSIAN GULF. 


‘The pearl bank extends from Sharja to 
Biddulph’s Group. The bottom is of shelly 
sand and broken coral, and the depths vary 
from five to fifteen fathoms. The right of 
fishing on the bank is common, but alterca- 
tions between rival tribes are not unfrequent. 
Should the presence of a vessel of war pre- 
vent them from settling these disputes on the 
spot, they are generally decided on the 
islands where they land to open their oysters. 
In order to check such quarrels, which if per- 
mitted, would lead to general confusion, two 
government vessels are usually cruising on 
the bank. 

“Their boats are of various sizes, and of 
various construction, averaging from ten to 
fifty tons. During one season it is computed 
that the island of Bahrein furnishes, of all 
sizes, three thousand five hundred; the Per- 
sian coast, one hundred; and the space be- 
tween Bahrein and the entrance to the Gulf, 
including the Pirate coast, seven hundred. 
The value of the pearls obtained at these 
several ports is estimated at forty lacs of dol- 
lars, or four hundred thousand pounds. Their 
boats carry a crew varying from eight to forty 
men, and the number of mariners thus employ- 
ed at the height of the season is rather above 
thirty thousand. None receive any definite 
wages, but each has a share of the profits up- 
on the whole. A small tax is also levied on 
each boat by the Sheikh of the port to which 
it belongs. During this period they live on 
dates and fish, of which the latter are numer- 
ous and good, and to such meagre diet our 
small presents of rice were a most welcome 
addition. Where polypi abound, they envel- 
ope themselves in a white garment; but in 
general, with the exception of a cloth around 
their waist, they are perfectly naked. When 
about to proceed to business, they divide 
themselves into two parties, one of which re- 
mains in the boat to haul up the others who 
are engaged in diving. The latter having 
provided themselves with a small basket, 
jump overboard, and place their feet on the 
stone, to which a line is attached. Upona 
given signal, this is let go, and they sink with 
it to the bottom. When the oysters are 
thickly clustered, eight or ten may be pro- 
cured at each descent, the line is then jerked, 
and the persons stationed in the boat hauls the 
diver up with as much rapidity as possible. 
The period during which they can remain un- 
der water has been much overrated ; one 
minute is the average, and I never knew 
them, but on one occasion, to exceed a minute 
and a half. 

‘Accidents do not very frequently occur 
from sharks, but the sawfish (the Antiguorum 
of Linnzus) is much dreaded. Instances 
were related to me where the divers had been 
completely cut in two by these monsters, 
which attain, in the Persian Gulf, a far larger 
size than in any other part of the world where 
I have met with them. As the character of 


reader, I will add a few words in the way of 
description. They are of an oblong rounded 
form, their head being somewhat flattened 
from the fore part, and tapering more abruptly 
towards the tail. They usually measure from 
thirteen to fifteen feet in length, being cover- 
ed with a coriaceous skin, of a dark colour 
above, but white beneath. The terrific wea- 
pon from whence they derive their name, is a 
flat projecting snout, six feet in length, four 
inches in breadth, armed, on either side with 
spines resembling the teeth of a shark. 

‘‘ Diving is considered very detrimental to 
health, and without doubt it shortens the life 
of those who much practice it. In order to 
aid the retention of the breath, the diver pla- 
ces a piece of elastic horn over his nostrils, 
which binds them closely together. He does 
not enter the boat each time he rises to the 
surface, ropes being attached to the side, to 
which he clings, until he has obtained breath 
for another attempt. As soon as the fishermen 
have filled their boats, they proceed to some 
of the islands with which the bank is studded, 
and there, with masts, oars, and sails, con- 
struct tents. They estimate the unopened 
oysters at two dollarsa hundred.” 


THE HUSBANDMAN. 


There is one prevailing error among this 
class of society, which ought to be eradicated 
and destroyed—it is more fatal to the busi- 
ness of agriculture than the growth of Canada 
thistles or the destruction of May frosts— 
we mean the neglected education of the far- 
mer’s children. It is frequently remarked, 
that education is of but little use to the far- 
mer; a very little science will do for him. 
Great knowledge is only beneficial in the 
professional man. Expressions of this sort 
are founded upon a false estimate of one of 
_ most useful and elevated professions of 
ife. 
If the habitual business of the cultivator 
does not afford the mental powers, a field for 
their most extended exercise, we know not 
where to look for such a field. The study of 
agriculture unites to the theory of science 
the very essential theory of its practical parts. 
It makes the study experimentally and truly 
learned. 
Nearly all that is useful in our pilgrimage 
through life, is drawn from the earth. The 
main use of science is to explore the minutize 


the fish may not be familiar to the general | 


| — Ah, you Giower! go.” 


earth into comprehensive identity. Where, 
then, is the occupation that so richly furnishes 
a perpetual supply of mental food as that of 
agriculture. In the constant exercises, and 
every day labour of the farmer, the business 
of his science is progressing, if his intellect 
has been set right in the education of his 
youth. The theory is all essential, for this 
constitutes the implement by which he is to 
prosecute the study of human nature to its 
practical use. | 

A man cannot go forth upon the land with 
any good degree of promise in scientific ex- 
periment, without the light of past experience 
upon his pathway, and this he can only obtain 
by a passage through the literary institutions 
of the country, where the results of the labours 
of the learned for ages are collected together, 
and made accessible to the student. To at- 
tempt a prosecution of the sciences indepen- 
dent of the past experiences as we sometimes 
incline, would be vain. There is scarcely a 
valuable discovery of modern times, but has 
borrowed something of its proportions or 
utility from the mind of antiquity. 

That the farmer, by a scientific cultivation 
of his land, can increase to a very great ex- 
tent its productions, there does not exist a 
rational donbt. And that the time is coming 
when there will be actual necessity for this 
increase of production, there is every appear- 
ance. It is, therefore, not only wise and ex- 
pedient to commence or carry on now, but it 
is a high duty which is owed to posterity, in 
consideration of all the blessings which past 
ages have bequeathed us. 

Permit us, therefore, in our humble way, to 
impress upon the minds of the farmers the 
very great usefulness of education. Give 
your sons and daughters not the less educa- 
tion, because you design them for rural life 
and agricultural pursuit. If you are able, 
educate them—they will find abundant em- 
ployment for all their science ; though their 
farms be located in the deep wilderness of the 
West; though they be cast amid barren rocks 
and sterile plains, science will aid them there. 

Not a blade of grass, nor a spear of grain, 
but will grow better under the cultivation of 
intellectual care. Not a flower, but will show 
beauties to the eye of science, which the vul- 
gar world knows not uf. Not a vine but pro- 
duces more and finer grapes, where educated 
hands superintend its growth. In short, all 
nature is beautified, improved, and bettered, 
where the cultivator is no stranger to its pro- 
perties and the science of its developments. 

Farmers, give your children education. It 
is the only earthly inheritance you can be- 
queath them, that is beyond the reach of acci- 
dent. All other human property is constantly 
changing and transitory. Science is not trans- 
ferable—not like the mutability of other 
goods, negotiable. Firm and unshaken by 


companion of your chiidren through life, it 
will support thei in all the afflictions of Pre- 
vidential chastisement, and prepare them for 
an inheritance in that undiscovered country 


beyond the land of death.— Troy Whig. 


INDUSTRY AND HABITS OF DR. DWIGHT. 


Professor Ives, of New Haven, makes the 
following instructive reference to the late 
President Dwight, in a recent address before 
a Horticultural Society : 

‘‘ He had the largest garden, the best cu- 
linary plants, and-the finest fruits in the city, 
and all cultivated by his own hands. This 
fact will excite surprise, when it is recollect- 
ed that he delivered a lecture to his class six 
days in a week, performed the duties of Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, anil superintended the gov- 
ernment of the colleges He was the first in 
this city who cultivated the strawberry ex- 
tensively and successfully. He demonstrated 
that an abundance of delicious fruit might be 
cultivated at a very little expense. He was 
a minute and accurate observer of the habits 
and laws of vegetables, and delighted in con- 
versation to give or receive instruction in 
horticulture. He infused into hisconversation, 
music and poetry, and he was listened to with 
delight even when his theme was cultivation 
of cabbages. Dr. Dwight was enabled to per- 
form so much and so various mental labours, 
by invigorating his constitution by exercise in 
the open air. No one felt more strongly the 
sentiment of the poet :— 

“The idler is a watch that wants both hands, 

As useless when it goes as when it stands, 
A want of occupation is not rest; 


A mind unoccupied is a mind distressed.” 


Tax Paying in Egypt An Egyptian,” 
says Marcelliuers, ** blushes if he cannot show 
numerous marks on his body which evince his 
endeavors to evade the taxes.” Mr. Wil- 
kinson records an anecdote, which shows that 
the same sentiments are still fashionable in 
the valley of the Nile .— 

“In the year 1822, a Copt Christian, re- 
siding at Cairo, was arrested by the Turkish 
authorities for the non-payment of his taxes, 
and taken before the Kehia, or deputy of the 
Pasha. ‘* Why,” inquired the angry Turk, 
have you not paid your taxes?” ‘ Because,” 
replied the Copt, with a pitiable expression, 
perfectly according with his tattered appear- 
ance, **I have not the means.” He was in- 
stantly ordered to be thrown upon the floor, 
and bastinadoed. He prayed to be released, 
but in vain, the stick continued, without in- 
termission, and he was scarcely able to bear 
the increasing pain. Again and again he 
pleaded his inability to pay, and prayed for 
mercy ; the Turk was inexorable ; and the tor- 
ments he felt at length overcame his reso- 
lution; they were no longer to be borne. “ Re- 
lease me,” he cried, “and I will pay directly.” 
He was released, 
and taken home, accompanied by a soldier, 
and the money being paid, he imparted to his 
wife the sad tidings. ‘* You coward, you fool,” 
she exclaimed ; ‘* what, give them the money 
on the very first demand.” I suppose, after 
five or six blows, you cried, * [ will pay, only 
release ;?’? next year our taxes will be doubled, 
through your weakness; shame !’?— No, my 
dear,” interrupted the suffering man, “TI as- 
sure you I resisted as long as it was possible ; 
look at the state I am in, before you upbraid 
me. I paid the money, but they had trouble 
enough for it; for I obliged them to give me 
at least a hundred blows before they could get 
it.” She was pacified ; and the pity and com- 
mendation of his wife, added to his own sa- 
tisfaction in having shown so much obstinacy 
and courage, consoled him for the pain, and 
perhaps, in some measure, for the money thus 
forced from him.” 

To Whiten Bees’ Wuz.—Melt it without 
boiling. Then put a wooden pestle two fingers 
deep into the wax, and plunge it immediately 
into cold water. The wax will come off like 
sheets of paper. Put it on a clean linen cloth, 
and expose it in the air, night and day, till it 
is white. Then melt and strain it through mus- 


to bring forth the hidden possessions of the 


2 


lin to take out the dirt, if there be any. 


Comfortable Scraps for Men of Genius.— 
Homer was a begger; Plutus was a miller; 
Terrence wasa slave ; Boethiusdied in prison ; 
Bogerce starved ; Tasso had not money enough 
to purchase candles to write by ; Cervantes 
died of hunger ; Benteroglia was refused ad- 
mittance into a hospital which he had formed ; 
Agrippa died in a workhouse; Vaugelas left 


his body to the surgeons to pay his debts; 


Cameens ended his days in an almshouse; Ba- 
con lived in distress ; Raleigh and Moor ended 
their days upon the scaffold; Lesage never 
knew comfort in pecuniary matters ; Spencer 
died in want; Collins went mad from the 


for £15 in three instalments, and died in ob- 
scurity ; Dryden died in distress ; Otway died 
prematurely and in want; Lee died in the 
streets ; Steele was dogged by the bailiffs; 
Goldsmith sold, through Johnson, the Vicar of 
Wakefield for a mere trifle, to release him 
from prison; Fielding lies without a stone 
to mark his grave ; Savage died in Newgate, 
at Bristol, where he was detained for £38; 
Butler “ lived neglected and died poor; and 
the immortal Chatterton, in consequence of 
want, put an end to his existence in his 18th 
year.” 


DDRESBYTERIAN TRACTS.—The Presbyterian 

__ Tract and Sunday School Society have recently 
made a considerable reduction in the prices of their 
Tracts. They have also published three additional 
Tracts, making in all sixteen, which may be had by 
the quantity or single copy at the following reduced 
prices, viz. 

Nu. I. Presbyterianism the truly Primitive and Apos- 
tolical Constitution of the Chureh of Christ; by Sam- 
uel Miller, D.D. Price 10 cents per single copy, $1.12 
per doz., and $8.50 per hundred. . 

No. II. Qualifications and Duties of Ruling Elders 
in the Presbyterian Church; by the Rev. William M. 
Engles. Price 5 cents per single copy, 50 cents per 
doz., and $3.50 per hundred. 

No. III. The Scriptural Doctrine of the Atonement 
Illustrated and Defended; by J. J. Janeway, D.D. 
Price 5 cents per single copy, 50 cents per doz., and 
$3.50 per hundred. 

No. IV. The Duty of Catechetical Instruction ; by 
Archibald Alexander, D.D. Price 3 cents per single 
copy, 30 cents per doz., and $2 per hundred. 

o. V. The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster 

Assembly with Proofs from the Scriptures. Revised 
and collated by the Committee of Publication. Price 
5 cents per single copy, 50 cents per doz., and $3.50 
per hundred. 
No. VI. Love to the Doctrines of the Bible an essen- 
tial element of Christian Character; by the Rev. Ed- 
ward W. Hooker. Price 4 cents per single copy, 40 
cents per doz., and $3 per hundred. 

No. VII. ‘The Doctrine of the Perseverance of the 
Saints Illustrated, Proved, and Applied; by the Rev. 
Sheppard K. Kollock. Price 4 cents per single copy, 
40 cents per doz., and $3 per hundred. 

No. VIII. Infant Baptism Scriptural and Reason- 
able, and Baptism by Sprinkling or Affusion the most 
suitable and edifying mode; by Samuel Miller, D.D. 
Price single copy 15 cents, $1.75 per doz., and $10.50 
per hundred. | 

No. IX. ‘The Sinner’s Inability is No Excuse for His 
Impenitency ; by the Rev. S. G. Winchester. Price 
single copy 5 cents; dozen 50 cents; $3.50 per hun- 


human vicissitude, it will be the enduring | dred 


red. 

No. X. The Sabbath at Home; by the Rev. Silas 
M. Andrews. Price single copy 4 cents; 40 cents 
per dozen; $3 per hundred. 

No. XI. A Caution Against Prevailing Errors: be- 
ing a conversation between a Presbyterian Pastor and 
his Parishioner ; by Rev. Wm. M. Engles. Price single 
copy 5 cents; dozen 50 cents; $3.50 per hundred. 

No. XII. A Treatise on Justification by Faith; by 
A. Alexander, D.D. Price single copy 7 cents; dozen 
75 cents; $5.50 per hundred. 

No. XIII. The Necessity of Atonement; by Rev. 
Wm. Symington. Price single copy 6} cents; dozen 
70 cents ; $5.374 per hundred. 

No. XIV. The Nature, Extent, and Results of The 
Atonement; by Rev. Wm. Symington. Price single 
copy 10 cents; dozen $1.064; per hundred $8. 

No. XV. On the Intercession of Christ; by Rev. 
Wm. Symington. Price single copy 6 cents; dozen 
67 cents; per hundred $5.25. 

No. XVI. The Explanatory Catechism ; being the 
Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly, with 
Illustrations and Proofs,on a new and improved plan. 
Price single copy 63 cents; 70 cents per dozen ; $5 per 
hundred. 

Volume Edition.—Tracts No. I. to X. inclusive, are 
published in one volume, 12mo. Price $50 per hundred. 

Presbyteries and Auxiliary Socicties will be entitled 
to 5 per cent. discount from the above prices, provided 
the cash accompanies their orders. 

The publications of the Society may be had at their 
Depository, South East corner of Seventh and George 
streets, Philadelphia, and also at the following places : 

New York.—At the Bookstore of Robert Carter, 58 
Canal, corner of Mercer street. 

Albany.—At the Bookstore of E. H. Pease, 82 State 
street. 

Pittsburg.—At the Bookstore of Patterson, Ingram 


Co. | 

Alexandria, D. C.—At the Bookstore of Bell & En- 
twistle. 

Richmond, Va.—At the Bookstore of Yale & Wyatt. 

Louisville, Ky.—Of the Rev. Joseph Huber. 

Natchez.— At the Bookstore of Wm. H. Pearce. 

{> Orders from a distance should be addressed to 
Wma. S Marrien, Presbyterian Tract Depository, 
South-East corner of Seventh and George streets, 
Philadelphia. 

0 Donations for the Society should be sent to A. 
W. Mitchell, M. D., Treasurer, Philadelphia. 

WM. S. MARTIEN, General Agent. 


%. EWCOMB’S QUESTIONS.—-Newcomb’s First 
L Questions for Sabbath Schools, vol. 1.---This 
book was originally prepared with special reference to 
the early develeopment of mind. The lessons, how- 
ever, while adapted to the smallest capacities, are gene- 
rally found, on experiment, to contain sufficient mat- 
ter to employ the best cultivated minds in schools. 
The elder classes may profitably extend the lessons, by 
reading on the subjects embraced in them; and it 
through the example, advice, and assistance of their 
teachers, they are induced to do so, both teachers and 
scholars will reap a rich reward. The present edition 
has undergone a thorough revision. It is now used in 
Sabbath Schools in this city and elsewhere. For sale 
by GEORGE W. DONOHUE. 

No. 22 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


DELICIOUS BEVERAGE.—The Subscribers 

have just received, by a late arrival from Canton, 
sixty half chests of very superior Powchong Tea. The 
flavour of this Tea is delightful, and is considered by 
good judges as superior to any other now in the mar- 
ket. And as an inducement toa trial of the article, 
it will be sold 25 per cent. below the customary price 
for teas of the same quality. 

BALDWIN & COLTON, 
Tea Dealers, and Temperance Grocers,No. 244 Market 
strect, above Seventh, Philadelphia. 


1 EW TEMPERANCE STORE.—Groceries sold 
4 at the lowest prices for cash only. No profits 
will be charged to make up lost accounts, and for the 
expenses of Book-keeping, Collecting, &c. &c., and 
goods will be sold proportionably cheap. All possible 
pains will be taken to obtain the very best quality 
goods of every description, particularly fine Teas, and 
to render the establishment worthy of general patron- 
age. Housekeepers disposed to economise in the pur- 
chase of Groceries, and those who purchase for fainilies 
residing in the country, are very respectfully invited 
to call at the cash Tea, Sugar, and Coffee Warehouse, 
No. 275 Market Street, North side, three doors ubove 
Seventh, Philadelphia. SIMON COLTON 


EW WORK.—Journal of an Exploring Tour be 
yond the Rocky Mountains, performed in the 
years 1835, 1836, and 1837, witha Map of Oregon 
Territory, by Rev. Samuel Parker, A. M. Just re- 
ceived, and for saleby HOGAN & THOMPSON, 
june 2 No. 30 North Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


RESH TEAS.—A choice assortment of Teas, per 
the latest arrivals, consisting of Young Hyson, 
Gunpowder, Imperial, and of Black Teas a great va- 
riety, amongst which are some of the very best Teas 
imported this season. For sale by 
| JAMES R. WEBB, 
Temperance Grocer and Tea Dealer, S. W. corner of 
Dock and Second streets, Philadelphia. _. 


AYLOR’S HEBREW CONCORDANCE. —A 

copy of this invaluable work, 2 vols. folio, will 
be left at Mr. Whetham’s Bookstore, 144 Chesnut 
street, for sale during the session of the General As. 
sembly, price forty dollars. There are. buta very few 
copies of this work in the country, and those are 
mostly in the public libraries, never to be sold. 


world’s neglect ; Milton sold his Paradise Lost | °¢8 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
may constantly be had of the sub- 
criber, a owest prices, ei - 
All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others will 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 
7 SOLOMON ALLEN, 
No. 117 Chesnut street 


FRERDINAND AND 1SABELLA—History of 
B 


ew—if 


Ferdinand and Isabella, the Catholic, of Spain. 
full cloth, with Engraved Portraits, on stvel, of Ferdi- 


exhibits the important revolutions which took place in 
the Spanish monarchy at the close of the fiftcenth and 
inning of the following century; the establishment 
of the Inquisition; the War and Conquest of Granada ; 
the Expulsion of the Jews ; the Conquest of Naples; 
the Discovery and Culonization of America ; the Do- 
mestic Institutions of Castile and Aragon; witha criti- 
cal analysis of the literary productions and character 
of the age. It comprehends the Biographies of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, of Cardinal Ximenes, of Gonsalvo 
de Cordova, and of Columbus. A great portion of the 
subjcct is entirely new to the English reader, and the 
whole is founded on authentic contemporary docu- 
ments, including unpublished MSS., which the author 
has been the last ten years employed in collecting. 
Second edition, just published and for sale b 
7 HENRY PERKINS, 
No 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


HILADELPHIA TEA STORE AND TEMPE- 
RANCE GROCERY.—No. 244 Market street, 
above Seventh, south side. The subscribers would 
inform their friends and customers, and strangers visit- 
ing the city, that they have lately added to their stock 
some of the finest Green and Black Teas ever offered . 
in this market. Almost all of which have been im- 
ported this season, and may be relied on as entirely 
free from the musty flavour so common to teas long 
on hand. Their variety and prices are the following : 

Green Teas.—Young Hyson, good to extra fine, per 
pound, 50 cts. to $1.25; Gunpowder, fine to very supe- 
rior, do. $1 to $1.25; Imperial, best quality, do. $1.00 ; 
Old Hyson, do. do. $1.00. 

Black Teas.—Souchong, good to fine, per pound, 50 
to 75 cts. ; Souchong, rose or cowslip flavor, do. 75 cts. 
to $1 ; Powchong, do. do. 75 cts. to $1 ; Powchong, fine 
quality, do. 624 cts.; Orange Pecco, do. 624 cts. In- 
cluded in the assortment are twenty-five boxes of the 
celebrated Chulan Chop Powchong Tea, which of lute 
has been so much in demand. Also, nine half chests 
of extra Young Hyson Tea of the Queen Chop, im- 
ported in the Ebon-preble, Jatcly arrived at New York 
from Canton. 
may not be disappointed in the quality, samples will 
be given at the store, if requested. 

BALDWIN & COLTON. 
-N. B.—B. & C. have also for sale 15 bags Old white 
Government Java Coffe, just received from Amsterdam ; 
1000 loaves good to best quality Loaf Sugar; Boston 
Syrup Molasses, &c. &c. 


DGEHILL SCHOOL, PRINCE'TON, NEW 
JERSEY.—tThis institution has now been 
nine years in successful operation, during which time 
it has received the approbation and patronage of Mr. 
Clay, Mr. Southard, Mr. Biddle, and many other most 
distinguished gentlemen, who have selected it as a 
place.for the education of their sons. It is believed, 
from its plan, to combine the essential advantages of 
private and public education, and to afford an oppor- 
tunity of no ordinary character to those desirous of 
giving their sons a thorough education. 

The system of instruction pursued in this Seminar 
claims no affinity to the so called easy methods whic 
propose to remove all labour and drudgery from the 
acquisition of knowledge. ‘The subscriber cannot 
promise any truly valuable mental acquisition, which 
is not the result of a slow, patient, puins-taking process 
on the part of the pupil himself. What he does pro- 
mise, is, by every means in his power, to stimulate the 
pupil to this invigorating process. His object is to lay 
deep and broad the foundation of a good education— 
not to make mere learned boys, but to subject boys to 
a discipline by which they may become learned and 
able men. While therefore the studies pursued, and 
the time devoted to each, vary somewhat according to 
the destination of the pupils for commercial or profes- 
sional life, it is his constant aim, to make the instruc- 
tions in each departinent of the most rigid and tho- 
rough-going kind. Boys studying Greek and Latin 
are constantly exercised in making double translations 
from the English into these languages, and the reverse, 
and as soon as eufficiently advanced, are required to 
compose in these languages, and to write Latin and 
Greek verses after the manner of the celebrated Eng- 
lish and European schools. Boys who are intended 
for commercial life, and whose parents on this account 
do not wish them instructed in the Ancient Lan- 
guages, are trained to accuracy and promptness in 
the practical applications of mathematics, and re- 
ceive more ample opportunities for a practical ac- 
quaintance with the Modern Languages. The French 
is studied with a view to its being a spoken, and not a 
written language merely ; and to this end it is the only 
medium of communication allowed at table, as well as 
at the recitations in that department, and the more ad- 
vanced classes are required to employ this language in 
reciting in other departments. 

The school consists entirely of boarders, no day 
scholars being received. The teachers and pupils live 
with the principal, eating at the same table, sleeping 
under the same roof, and constituting in all respects 
one family. ‘The discipline is entirely of the parental 
kind. Religious instruction is sedulously attended to, 
chiefly from the Scriptures themselves, and without 
insisting upon the peculiarities of any one sect. The 
grounds are ample, affording abundant opportunity for 
healthful sports in the open air, as well as for the ex- 
ercise of ingenuity and taste in gardening and vari- 
ous mechanical arts to those who are disposed to 
amuse themselves in this manner. No boy is allowed 
to leave the premises except by permission of the 
principal], and then usually in company with a teacher. 
The strictest attention is paid to keeping the dormi- 
tories well ventilated, dry, and clean. The teachers 
sleep in the dormitories with the boys, and the latter 
are not permitted to speak, nor to hold any communi- 
cation with each other, from the time of entering the 
dormitory till that of leaving it. Opportunities for 
vice are entircly excluded, the school being situated 
without the town, and apart from all other buildings, 
and the boys being never without the presence and 
supervision of the principal or one of his assistants. 
Pocket money is distributed weekly by the principal, 
the amount depending upon the conduct of the pupil 
during the week, though never exceeding twenty-five 
cents. It is not desirable nor customary to receive 
boys over twelve years of age. Those eight or nine 
years old are preferred. The school year is divided 
into two sessions and two vacations, the winter session 
commencing the first day of Novernber, and the sum- 
mer session the first day of May, and the vacations be- 
ing the months of April and October. 

The studies embraced in the plan of this Seminary 
| are the Greek, Latin, French, and Spanish Languages ; 
Greek and Roman Antiquities; Arithmetic, Algebra, 
Geometry, and Surveying ; Spelling, Reading, English 
Grammar, English Composition and Elocution; Ge- 
ography, Ancient and Modern; History, Ancient and 
Modern; Evidences of Christianity; Penmanship, 
Book-keeping, Sacred Music, the use of the Globes, 
and the Elements of Astronomy and Natural History. 

The charge for each pupil is three hundred dollars 
per annum, payable semi-annually in advance. This 
sum is in full for all the tuition, of whatever character, 
which the plan of the school embraces; for boarding, 
lodging, washing, mending, fuel, light, including also 
the use of bedding, books, stationery, maps, globes, 
libraries, and other privileges. The parent or guardian 
will have no extra charges, except for monies advanced 
or articles of clothing procured at his direction by the 
principal, for board in the vacations, or for medical at- 
tendance, if at any time it should become necessary. 
JOHN S. HART, Principal. 


Rererences.—The fullowing persons are referred to, 
all of whom have had sons or wards in the school. 
Kentucky, Hon. Henry Clay: New Jersey, Hon. Sam- 
uel L. Southard: Pennsylvania, Nicholas Biddle, Esq : 
Florida, Gen. Clinch : Dolenans Hon. J. J. Milligan : 
Chambersburg, Pa., Hon. George Chambers: Prince. 
ton, N. J., Rev. Drs. Miller and Hodge, and Mrs. Gib- 
son: Athens, Geo., Henry Jackson, LL.D.: Lezington, 
Geo., Joseph H. Lumpkin, Esq.: Natchez, Miss., Dr. 
William Dunbar, H. W. Huntington, and William B. 
Howell, Esqs.: New Orleans, La., John Martin, E. A. 
Rhodes, and Martin Duralde, Esqs.: Donaldsonville, 
La., Henry McCall, Esq.: Alexandria, La., Dr. B. 
Ballard: Cincinnati, Ohio, Hon. James Hall: Hunts- 
ville, Ala., Robert Fearn, Esq.: Cuhawba, Ala., Jesse 
Beene, Esq.: Middleton, N. C., Caleb Spencer, Esq.;: 
Lynchburg, Va., John M. Otey, Esq.: Washington 
City, Maj. Charles J. Nourse : Baltimore, F. W. Brune, 
L. W. Stockton, J. O. Hoffinan, and J. ‘Todbunter, 
Esqs.: Cooperstown, N. Y., John M. Bowers, Esq.: 
New Bedford, Mass., J. R. Anthony, and William 
Rotch, Esqs.: New York City, Rev. C. Stewart, B. H. 
Downing, S. Tousey, and J. G. Stacey, Esqs: Phila- 
delphia, Alexander Henry, A. M. Howell, J. Glent- 
worth, Matthew Arrison, C. Macalester, S. and W. 
Welsh, Esqs.: Rev. John Chambers, Mrs. Harriet Col- 
man,and Mrs. Maria Blight: Matanzas, Cuba, Don 
Antonio Martinez. april 21—tf. 


y William H. Prescott, of Boston. 3 vols. octavo, _ 


nand and Isabella, and Cardinal Ximenes. This work | 
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